FALL 2021
“Insults are the arguments
employed by those who are in the
wrong.”
― Jean-Jacques Rousseau
“Communists.”
That was the parting word of a
Dormont resident as they left a
recent meeting because they
disagreed with an action approved
by Council. There was nothing
“communist” about the action or
the members who voted, but based
on the state of public discourse, the
comment was not unusual. In fact,
based on what we see everyday on
social media, it was routine.
Government has always been
the target of hyperbole, but the
exaggerations, misinformation, and
outright vile attacks on decency are
spreading. Local Facebook pages
often require a HazMat suit for entry.
This is an important phenomenon,
but let’s pause for a second to look
at the good side.
“The great thing about social
media was how it gave a voice to
voiceless people.”
― Jon Ronson
We now have access to some
incredible tools for equitable
discussions about important topics
on not just a local level, but on a
national scale. Whether you use
NextDoor, Facebook, Twitter, or one
of the myriad other social media
options, you now have the ability
to share your opinions with millions
at a time. We also have access
to an unprecedented amount of
information. Make no mistake, social
media can be an incredible tool and
an important part of democracy.
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“You can disagree without being
disagreeable.”
― Ruth Bader Ginsburg
For all the good that social
media provides, it has become
an
aggressive
battleground.
Rather than using it for productive
discourse, it has become a toxic
wasteland. Neighbors used to speak
with one another as friends, but now
jump behind a screen to shout into
the void with no regard for anyone
else. People who have taken no time
to learn about an issue aggressively
attack anyone with an opinion that
does not match their own. It is not a
debate, but a screaming match.
And most unfortunately of all, it is
bringing out the worst in people. I’ve
now been in Dormont for six years
and I have never seen such racist
and classist language being used by
this community as I have in the last
few months. I am incredibly thankful
for those who have stood against
this language, but you cannot unring a bell. People are not better or
worse because they live on different
sides of a municipal border and it
is time people learn to show more
respect for those unlike themselves.
“An unexciting truth may be
eclipsed by a thrilling falsehood.”
― Aldous Huxley,
Brave New World Revisited
The other major issue with our
current social discourse is the lies
being told. People who do not like a
local decision have more frequently
turned to spreading lies online than
actually debating the merits of the
issue. Even small mistruths and
carefully curated partial truths add
up to confuse other residents and
erode public discourse. The truth is
often boring and boring doesn’t stir
one’s soul or one’s passions. So,
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bellicose posts have become more
and more acceptable, while they
also erode what is good about this
community.
“Aggression unopposed becomes
a contagious disease.”
― Jimmy Carter
Dormont is a wonderful community
filled with wonderful people. Do not
let yourself get carried away by the
short adrenaline spike that comes
from such negative actions. Please
take the time to ask questions, to
speak calmly and politely, and to
treat others with respect.
-Ben Estell
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Many of you have seen more Facebook
posts about zoning in the last few months
than you had in the rest of your life. Many
of you are also probably wondering what
zoning is and why it is so important. The
code itself is over 200 pages, so I cannot
cover everything, but I can try to make it
easier to understand why this was done
and what it means.
Let’s start with what zoning is and is not.
A zoning ordinance splits a municipality
into various districts with particular
regulations for future development.
It does not imply that any particular
structure or amenity will be built in the
future, but it does set out the regulations
that dictate what can and cannot be built
under different conditions.
For Dormont specifically, the community
moved from an awful cookie-cutter
code based on Euclidean principles to
a community-calibrated Form Based
Code.

Cookie-cutter vs
Community calibrated

The old code came from a standard
document sold by a planning firm that
had slight modifications based on
Dormont’s chosen districts. Other area
municipalities have zoning codes that
are nearly identical. Unfortunately, this
approach does not consider the unique
attributes of each community, but applies
the same generalities across the board.
The new zoning code was calibrated
to Dormont specifically. The zoning
consultants spent time in Dormont
taking photographs and measurements
of properties throughout the community
so that they could write a code tailored to
our unique attributes.

Euclidean Zoning vs
Form Based Code

Euclidean zoning is a strict exclusionary
single-use zoning form that is named
after the Village of Euclid, Ohio v. Ambler
Realty Co. Supreme Court case of
1926. This was the initial form of zoning
used throughout the United States.
While there were some good intentions
behind it (in the case of Euclid, it was
meant to prevent heavy industry from
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moving into a residential area), but it has
also historically been used as a tool to
protect wealthy white property owners.
Across the nation, zoning regulations
were put in place to favor single-family
zoning districts to keep out lower income
families, while also pushing multi-family
housing into areas close to industry. This
led to an increase in property values for
many white landowners and a decrease
in property value for people of color. While
still the most common form of zoning in
the United States, it is being replaced
quite frequently with Form Based Code
(FBC).
Form Based Code is a more inclusive
form of zoning that focuses more on form
than use. It is often used to create a more
walkable and adaptable community. For
Dormont, the new zones were based on
character of the area. There are still use
restrictions throughout residential areas,
but there are now more options for new
construction. While this may feel like a
change, it really is a return to what made
Dormont the community it is today.
While numerous residents have asked
for a redlined copy of the code to see
the differences as clearly as possible,
the two types of code are fundamentally
different and do not allow for a redlined
version to be created. However, we
are working to provide a tool to help
residents understand the new code as
soon as possible. Dormont works with
a company called General Code to
provide codification services for local
ordinances and the online version of
the codified ordinances. General Code
is working to produce a new enhanced
graphic version of the new zoning code
so all residents can take advantage of
the clear format created by form-based
code. FBC relies more on charts, graphs,
and images to convey information so
more people can understand what rules
apply to their property. To make this even
easier, the Borough has purchased the
MapLink service from General Code,
which will provide a full GIS map system
of the new code. This will allow property
owners, or anyone interested in buying a
property in Dormont, to simply click on a
parcel to see a menu of all related zoning
regulations.
(Continued on page 3)

17th CONGRESSIONAL
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The Honorable Conor Lamb
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CONOR LAMB

One of the most important aspects
of the American Rescue Plan that
Congress passed to help our
economy recover from the pandemic
is the expanded Child Tax Credit to
help working families with children.
Earlier this summer, eligible families
began receiving Child Tax Credit
payments directly from the IRS if you
filed 2019 or 2020 taxes.
If your family is not required to file a
tax return, you can visit the following
website for the IRS’s free and easy
Non-Filer tool to register: https://
www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/
child-tax-credit-non-filer-sign-uptool
If you think you are eligible and have
not received any payments, or if you
have any questions, feel free call my
office at (412) 344-5583 to speak
with a member of my staff who can
help you.

My office is now accepting
applications from qualified students
in Pennsylvania’s 17th District
seeking a nomination to one of the
United States Service Academies.
Members of Congress may nominate
candidates for appointment to four
of the five U.S. service academies: U.S.
Military Academy (USMA), the U.S.
Naval Academy (USNA), the U.S. Air
Force Academy (USAFA) and the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA.
The fifth service academy, the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy (USCGA),
does not require a congressional
nomination for appointment.
Applicants should first apply directly
to the service academy they wish to
attend, and then complete a Military
Academy Nomination application
form on my website which are due
by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, October 29,
2021.

As always, please feel free to stop by my office at 504 Washington Road, or give us a call
at (412) 344-5583, if you need assistance with a federal agency or have a question.

The Importance of Zoning (Continued from page 2)
How does the new zoning affect my
neighborhood? In most cases, you will
not notice much of a change. Because
most properties in Dormont were built
before the prior zoning regulations
went into effect, Dormont is filled with
a mix of housing options. Many areas
that had been designated as singlefamily districts under the old code still
had duplexes, triplexes, and more
mixed in with single family homes.
This housing diversity has long been
an integral part of Dormont and is a key
to stability. Studies have shown that
housing diversity helps communities
weather financial downturns more
successfully in part because there are
fewer foreclosures. If you are familiar
with basic investment strategies,
a financial advisor will tell you not
to invest your entire portfolio in a

single stock or stock-type, as it is
more susceptible to downturns. A
diverse portfolio spreads out the risk
and insulates the investor. In simpler
terms, don’t put all of your eggs in one
basket.
There has been a lot of focus on the
transit-oriented districts. While the
term may be new to some people,
Dormont has long been a transitoriented community. It was the
establishment of the tunnels, bus
service, and trolley service that made
Dormont such an appealing place for
so many. The new zoning district takes
full advantage of the incredible access
Dormont has to public transportation.
While many people have pointed out
that they have multiple vehicles, those
who choose to live in a transit-oriented
3

development are aware that there is
typically less parking because of the
superior access to other transportation
options. This type of development
is not for everyone, but there is no
requirement that everyone move into
a new development, either. Again, this
provides for housing diversity and taps
into one of the community’s greatest
assets.
There are many more topics to cover,
but only a limited amount of room for
this article. So, I encourage you to
read the new code, reach out with any
questions, and attend an upcoming
Planning
Commission
meeting.
Around the beginning of 2022, we will
begin the six-month review of the new
code to see if anything was missed or if
something does not work as intended.

LETTER FROM

SENATOR WAYNE FONTANA
Budget Recap

In late June, the Pennsylvania General
Assembly passed a $40.8 billion budget, an
increase of 2.6 percent, with no new taxes.
Included in this figure is over $2 billion
of the $7.2 billion Pennsylvania received
from the federal American Rescue Plan
(ARP) that Congress approved earlier this
year. The remaining money will be used
towards future budgets. Additionally,
the Republican Majority decided to hold
off on investing about $2.5 billion in
unexpected sales tax revenue surplus and
instead placed it in the Commonwealth’s
Rainy-Day fund.
Basic education funding increased by $300
million, bringing the total to more than
$7 billion. One-third of that increase was
targeted towards 104 of Pennsylvania’s
most economically poor and underfunded
school districts. Pre-K Counts and Special
Education also saw increased funding.

The Department of Human Services
received more than $17.3 billion, or
11.7 percent increase, meaning an
additional 832 individuals with intellectual
disabilities will be provided with services
and 501 older residents will now be
given home and community-based
services. Approximately $282 million in
ARP funds will be used to help nursing
homes, assisted living and personal care
homes pay for pandemic-related costs
like personal protective equipment and
testing.
While I was pleased with the increases
in Education and Human Services the
Pennsylvania 2021-22 spending plan still
falls short in areas like job training and
helping small businesses recover from the
devastating impact the pandemic has had.

Senator Wayne D. Fontana
42nd Senatorial District

932 Brookline Blvd.
Pittsburgh PA 15226-2106
412-344-2551
412-344-3400 fax
Fontana@pasenate.com
www.senatorfontana.com
Twitter - @WayneDFontana

To read more about this year’s state budget, please visit www.senatorfontana.com.

HEAD to TOE EXERCISES TO STRENGTHEN, TIGHTEN & TONE YOUR BODY

Commit yourself to be fit with us & make some new friends

DORMONT REC CENTER
Monday & Thursdays – 6:30 to 7:30 PM
For more information contact:
Diane Kaiser 412-952-8037
Email: c2bf2017@gmail.com

FIRST CLASS FREE TO NEW STUDENTS
JOIN ANYTIME!
www.commit2bfit.rocks
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE

DAN MILLER
Upcoming Drive-Thru
Senior Fair and Flu Shot Clinic

Representative Dan Miller
42nd Legislative District

650 Washington Rd., Suite 102
Pittsburgh, PA 15228
412-343-3870
www.pahouse.com/miller
RepMiller@pahouse.net
www.facebook.com/RepDanMiller42
Twitter: @RepDanMiller

Our Annual Senior Fair is one of
the largest events we host and
is specifically aimed at providing
resources to Senior Citizens. This
year, we are changing things up a bit
and hosting a Drive-Thru Senior Fair
and Flu Shot Clinic on September 23
from 10am – 1pm. This easy-access
event will be held in the parking lot
of Mt. Lebanon Lutheran Church, 975
Washington Road in Mt. Lebanon.

•
•
•
•
•
•

We are very proud to offer
representatives from government
agencies, nonprofits and other
senior resource groups who will be
able to assist you and connect you to
services – all from the convenience
of your car!
Additionally, we will have free flu
shots (with Medicare or insurance
card) and door prizes.

The FREE event includes services, information and
resources for Seniors:
flu & pneumonia shots (with Medicare or insurance card)
information for seniors and caregivers
giveaways & door prizes
free boxed lunch for first 30 attendees
information including local, state, and federal government offices
local service providers and businesses

Don’t forget, you can always stop by our office to get your free
Port Authority Senior Citizen ConnectCard, help with PA Property and
Rent Rebate Applications, and other services for the residents of District 42.

THE DORMONT
HORSESHOE CLUB
Well it’s been a strange Summer trying to regroup from what we went through last Summer.
We had a pretty successful horseshoe league this past Summer. Most of our regular members
returned and we were very glad to see some new faces also. Between the Dormont Horseshoe Club
and the H.O.P.E. Horseshoe Club of Carnegie, we held 6 very successful horseshoe tournaments.
We did have to battle a few bad rainstorms but that didn’t seem to dampen our spirits. We also
brought back the Free Hot Dog Nights. Those always seem to be enjoyed. We have closed up for
the Summer but our sister club in Carnegie still offers year round pitching at it’s indoor facility.
Anyone interested in that can contact me. I’ll be glad to get you in the door. Until then, see you
next Spring! Lanny Kasten Cell 412-327-5932 or email lckasten51@yahoo.com.

Any questions, feel free to call me
Lanny Kasten 412-561-0723, Cell 412- 327-5932
or email at lckasten51@yahoo.com.
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Official Actions
APRIL 5, 2021
• Accepted the Council Meeting
Minutes for March 2021.
• Approved Manager’s Report for
March 2021.
• Accepted the Engineer’s Report
for March 2021.
• Accepted the Police Report for
February 2021.
• Approved Police Reports for
March 2021.
• Approved Purchase of Speed
Signs and Associated Equipment
from All Traffic Solutions for a Total
of $8,530.00.
• Approved Award of a Contract
for the 2021 Spot Lining & Grouting
Project to Robinson Pipe Cleaning
Co., in the Amount of $58,060.00.
• Accepted the Resignation of
Abbey Scheerer Effective April 2,
2021.
• Approved Adoption of the 20212026 Strategic Plan.
• Adopted Ordinance 1639, an
Ordinance of the Borough of
Dormont, Allegheny County, State
of Pennsylvania, Amending §195-64
Schedule of Blocks Participating in
Program.
• Adopted Ordinance 1640, AN
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH
OF DORMONT, ALLEGHENY
COUNTY, STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
CREATING §46 ARTICLE XIV, IAFF
DEFFERED RETIREMENT OPTION
PLAN.
• Adopted Resolution 5, 2021,
Adopting the Allegheny County
2020 Hazard Mitigation Plan
• Adopted Resolution 6, 2021, a
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH
OF DORMONT IN THE COUNTY OF
ALLEGHENY, COMMONWEALTH
OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING
RESOLUTION NO 01-2021.

• Adopted Resolution 7, 2021, a
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH
OF DORMONT, ALLEGHENY
COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, DECLARING
ITS INTENT TO FOLLOW THE
SCHEDULES AND PROCEDURES
FOR DISPOSITION OF RECORDS
AS SET FORTH IN THE MUNICIPAL
RECORDS MANUAL APPROVED
ON DECEMBER 16, 2008, AND
AMENDED ON MARCH 28, 2019.
• Adopted Proclamation 1, 2021, a
PROCLAMATION OF THE BOROUGH
OF DORMONT, ALLEGHENY
COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, PROCLAIMING
APRIL 2021 AS AUTISM AWARENESS
AND ACCEPTANCE MONTH IN THE
BOROUGH OF DORMONT.
• Adopted Proclamation 2, 2021, a
PROCLAMATION OF THE BOROUGH
OF DORMONT, ALLEGHENY
COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA, RECOGNIZING
LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEK, APRIL
12-16, 2021.
• Approved Memorandum of
Understanding with Dormont
Community Development
Corporation for 2021.
• Approved the Recommendation
of the Recreation and Community
Affairs Committee, Giving
Permission to Dormont Arts to
Plant Micro Gardens in Up to
Three Locations in the Borough
Including:
•
Dormont Park
		
(Near the Large Pavilion)
•
Beggs Snyder Park
		
(Near the Basketball Court)
•
Hillsdale Park (Using
		
Upright Pallets Along the
		
Privacy Fence).
Dormont Arts Will Take the
Responsibility for Planting and
Maintaining the Micro Garden Areas
and Will Not Erect Any Permanent
Structures at Any of the Locations.

• Extended the Earned Income Tax
Filing Deadline to May 17, 2021.
• Approved Shared Streets
Program for 2021 and Permitting
the Borough Manager to Create
Necessary Administrative
Regulations to Enact the Program
• Approved a Contract with
Nicholas Pasquini Construction
in the Amount of $19,750 for the
Rehabilitation of the Concrete
Sitting Bench at the Thomas R.
Lloyd Recreation Center, Contingent
on Funding from Friends of
Dormont Pool.
• Amended the Borough Fee
Schedule to Remove the Covid-19
Cleaning Fee for 2021.
• Hired Alyson Recktenwald as a
Summer Camp Counselor with a
Start Date of May 1, 2021.
• Raised the Rate of Pay for the
Pool Cashier to $11 Per Hour.

MAY 3, 2021
• Accepted the Council Meeting
Minutes for April 2021.
• Adopted the Warrant List April
2021.
• Approved the Manager’s Report
for April 2021.
• Approved Solicitor’s Report for
April 2021.
• Accepted the Engineer’s Report
for April 2021.
• Accepted the Building & Code
Enforcement Report for February
2021.
• Accepted the Building & Code
Enforcement Report for March 2021.
• Approved Change Order No. 1
for the Thomas R. Lloyd Recreation
Center Rehabilitation of the Pool
Concrete Bench Project in the
Amount of $3,025.00.

continued on page 7
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continued from page 6

Official Actions
• Approved Summer Staff Hires
as Recommended by Community
Events & Communications
Coordinator Beth Bachman.
• Appointed Jesse Koch to the
Recreation Board for a Term to
Expire January 2, 2024.
• Appointed Sheena Sundin to
the Recreation Board for a Term to
Expire January 4, 2026.
• Approved Proclamation 4,
2021, a PROCLAMATION OF THE
BOROUGH OF DORMONT, COUNTY
OF ALLEGHENY COMMONWEALTH
OF PENNSYLVANIA, HONORING
OLIVER LOUIS CASADEI, a MEMBER
OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA,
LAUREL HIGHLANDS COUNCIL,
EAGLE VALLEY DISTRICT, DORMONT
TROOP 23, ON ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT.
• Approved Proclamation 3,
2021, a PROCLAMATION OF THE
BOROUGH OF DORMONT, COUNTY
OF ALLEGHENY COMMONWEALTH
OF PENNSYLVANIA, HONORING
DANIEL MARTIN O’BRIEN, a
MEMBER OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF
AMERICA, LAUREL HIGHLANDS
COUNCIL, EAGLE VALLEY DISTRICT,
DORMONT TROOP 23, ON
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE
SCOUT.
• Approved Resolution 8, 2021,
a Resolution of the Borough
of Dormont in the County of
Allegheny, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Amending Resolution
No 01-2021.
• Adopted Resolution 9, 2021,
a RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF DORMONT
ESTABLISHING RATES OF PAY
FOR NON-UNION BOROUGH OF
DORMONT CAMP STAFF FOR THE
YEAR 2021.
• Advertised Ordinance 1641, AN
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF
DORMONT, ALLEGHENY COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
BOROUGH OF DORMONT TO
REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 210
ZONING AND FURTHER PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY AND REPEAL.

JUNE 7, 2021
• Accepted the Council Meeting
Minutes for June 7, 2021.

•

Approved Warrant List May 2021.

• Approved Manager’s Report for
May 2021.
• Accepted the Police Report for
April 2021.
• Accepted the Police Report for
May 2021.
• Approved Change Order #1 for
the 2021 GROW 5 Cured-In-Place
Pipe Lining Contract in the Amount
of $45,082.00. This is a Reduction
Change Order.
• Approved Change Order
#1 for the 2021 OPERATION &
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT in the
Amount of $5,694.24. This is a
Reduction Change Order.
• Approved Park Superintendent’s
Recommendation to Hire Benjamin
Lutz, Tyler Caragein, and David
Tortorella as Park Seasonal
Employees.

FOR SEVERABILITY AND REPEAL.

• Approved the Proposed Police
Policies.
• Approved the Memorandum of
Understanding Between Keystone
Oaks School District and the
Dormont Police Department.
• Amended Borough of Dormont
Fire Department Civil Service Rules
and Regulations, Chapter 3 FullTime Firefighter (Desk Officer/Fire
Apparatus Operator), Section 3.5
General Qualifications, Subsection
(I) to Read: Obtain PA Class B
Commercial Driver’s License Within
Six (6) Months of Being Hired.
• Adopted Proclamation 5, 2021,
a Proclamation of the Borough of
Dormont, County of Allegheny,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
Designating June 2021 as “LGBTQ+
Pride Month” in the Borough of
Dormont.
• Changed the hourly pay for
temporary summertime workers
in the park department from the
current level to $15 per hour.

Welcome

• Approved Recommendation
of Community Events and
Communications Coordinator
Bethany Bachman, for Summer Staff
Hires and Wages for 2021.
• Adopted Ordinance 1641, AN
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF
DORMONT, ALLEGHENY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
BOROUGH OF DORMONT TO
REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 210
ZONING AND FURTHER PROVIDING
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Autumn!

BEECHVIEW HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING CENTER
OPEN:
Monday – Friday, 8am – 4pm

1555 Broadway Avenue, Suite 101
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

(412)567-7290

BINGO

Regularly scheduled fitness
activities consist of Tai Chi and
B
Stretching & Strengthening
11 22
Bet:
4
5 67 3
Exercises. Bingo, Pokeno,
4
11 2
and Cards are played.
48 06
37 12
58
A nutritious lunch is provided daily to our
Quilting occurs among a
48 06
67 34
members for a suggested donation of 50¢.
small group of individuals.
22 45
67 34
We have a well-equipped fitness center,
Our creative members
37 12
58 48
06
computer lab, and a rotating book collection.
partake in many craft
37 12
22 45
11 34 6
Programs include art, education, fitness, and
projects and jewelry-making
7
22 45
health & wellness. We also host speakers
activities. For those who
B
who present information about numerous
love to play sports, they may engageI inN
a G
Bet
O
Win: at bowling
services available to members. Other
competitive game of darts, or try :their skills
B I N
1
1
Bet:
22 45 Alas, if you
activities include shopping, restaurant &
or tennis on the Wii Sports video console.
67 34
cultural (museum/theater) trips, which all
just want something relaxing to
we have cable tv in 11 22
48do,06
37 12
offer organized transportation.
our lounge and offer movie & game afternoons.
58
48 06
67 34
3
22 45
67 34
37 BEECHVIEW
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE
12 58
4
8
6
HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING CENTER, FEEL FREE TO STOP BY
FOR A TOUR 0
OF
37 12
22 45
5
11 34 6
THE FACILITY AND SIGN-UP TODAY!
7
22 45
11
OFF

All seniors, age 60 or older, who live in
Allegheny County, are welcome to become
a member (free of charge) at the recently
renovated Senior Center in Beechview.

Dormont AARP
Dormont AARP meets the Second Thursday of every month

at 12:00 Noon at the Unity Presbyterian Church, 1146 Greentree Road
(at intersection with Potomac Ave.) There’s a large parking lot behind the Church.
Make new friends; have fun. There are parties and entertainment plus interesting speakers.
A Summer Picnic and a Christmas Party. Many opportunities for travel near and far.

On Saturday, October 22nd, 8 AM to Noon,
we will have our annual Fall Pancake Brunch.
Only $5.00 for Adults; $2.00 for children under 12.

Come, join us for Brunch at the
Unity Presbyterian Church.

Fall Pancake

Brunch

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME.

For Information, please call Beverly at 412-563-3961.
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Dormont
Public Library
We’re

OPEN

THANK YOU TO OUR
DORMONT DAY /
JULY 4th FIREWORK SPONSORS!

Why don’t you
come by and see us
sometime
(while following safety
protocols, of course)?

In addition to ongoing, in-person service and
computer use, we are still offering Curbside and
remote printing for those who prefer to use them.

As of the publication of this article, our hours are:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday: 9 AM-5 PM
Tuesday: 11 AM-7 PM
Friday: 9 AM-2 PM
For more information about our hours and updated
COVID safety procedures, please visit our website
(www.dormontlibrary.org) or call the library at
412.531.8754.
SUMMER READING 2021: We would like to send a BIG
thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s
Summer Reading Challenge! We hope you enjoyed
this year’s program and look forward to starting new
adventures with you next summer!
DORMONT PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOK CLUB: Walk a
mile in someone else’s shoes every month, without ever
leaving Dormont! Join us, the Dormont Public Library
Book Club, and our friends at Arsenal Cider Tap House
for a lively discussion about literature and other people’s
lives... all for under $10!
$6 gets you a copy of the book (free from our library)
and an admission ticket to the event; September’s
selection will be A Prayer for Owen Meany, by John
Irving. To register, visit the DPL Book Club’s Facebook
page, or contact the library at dormont@einetwork.net
or 412.531.8754. We look forward to seeing you there!
UPCOMING EVENTS: Watch our website or visit us on
Facebook or Twitter for updates on our upcoming Fall
programming!

2950 West Liberty Avenue • Pittsburgh PA 15216

412-531-8754
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Amelia Perkins
Anonymous
Anonymous
Brandon & Kate Ledford
Cathy & Gene Blando
Charles & Yung Lee
Christina Wilson
Cindy Giles Mentzer
Corinne M. Zahradnik
Dan Isenberg
Daniel & Dorothy Zangrilli, Sr.
Debbie Larson
Dormont Historical Society
Edward & Mary Neff
Gerry & Debbie Neuhaus
Gwen Nelson
Heilmann Family
Howard Barakat
In Memory of Jim & Jeanne Robinson
Jack & Theresa Roche & Family
John & Diana Serpa
John & Rose Sparvero
Karen Palmer
Larry & Sally Wirick
Mary & Sandy Kaminski
Paula Verna
Rico Cortese
Rita Walters
Samantha Fitzhenry Photography
Simon-Spain Family
Sobocinski Family
Solecki Family
Suzanne Zangrilli
Ted Thompson Heating Cooling
The Coleman Family
Timothy S. Trafalski
Vin & Nancy Weisenberger
Zita Reis

\ DORMONT \
Historical Society
Well, here comes another fall and we’re still
caught in the grip of this relentless pandemic.
With most of us being vaccinated life has
returned to some sense of normalcy but,
unfortunately, there are still a lot of restrictions
we have to endure. For instance, our museum
on the ground floor of the municipal center
has been closed to the public for about a year
and a half now. We had hoped to open again
sometime this summer but things have not
worked out. We were also planning to celebrate
the installation of a memorial bench outside
the police station for Dormont police officer,
Joseph Coghill, who was murdered on duty in
1921, but covid complications have delayed the
manufacturing and delivery process. As you

FIREFIGHTERS

know, we missed out on celebrating the 100th
anniversary of Dormont Pool in 2020 but at least
this year the pool was able to reopen on a limited
schedule. Fortunately, the Dormont library has
also reopened to the public so you can view the
interesting display that our board member, Cathy
Blando put together to celebrate the pool’s
history. It’s a great collection of photographs,
artifacts and other pool memorabilia chronicling
our much loved landmark. While you’re at the
library you can also purchase a copy of our
DVD, “A Walk Through Time - The Legacy of
Dormont,” or our Dormont Memories calendar.
We appreciate the library carrying these items
for us and we hope to be selling them again
from our reopened museum sometime soon.

Firefighters Needed

NEEDED

The Dormont Fire Department is looking
for new members to join the volunteer
ranks. As a member of the department,
there are also local tax credits and college
scholarship opportunities available.
We have 3 levels of membership now
including Social Membership, Junior
Firefighter and Fire Fighter.

If you are interested,
please call the Fire Station
412-563-8826 or the Fire Chiefs
office 412-561-8900 ext. 232.
The Dormont Fire Department
is looking for new members to join the volunteer ranks.
10
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2021 SANITARY SEWER
REHABILITATION
PROJECTS
repairs generally included replacement of short
sections of collapsed pipe and the installation of
new manholes. For these, the roadways will have to
be excavated to make the repairs. These individual
repairs typically take 1-2 days to finish. This work is
scheduled to begin on August 1, 2021.

GROW 5 Grant Project
In October 2020 the Borough was awarded a GROW
Grant from ALCOSAN. This grant was awarded to
be used to rehabilitate sanitary sewers to eliminate
excessive groundwater inflow and infiltration (I&I)
into the sanitary sewer system that parallels the
Peermont Avenue corridor of the Borough. The
approved project consisted of manhole-to-manhole
cured in place polyethene lining (CIPP) of the
sewers. Under this project, seventeen (17) were
identified as candidates for CIPP lining. Of these
four (4) were eliminated. One was found to have
already been lined and the other 3 were outside
Dormont jurisdiction. Lining began in April and the
remaining thirteen (13) sewers were lined by May
30th.

2021 Sewer Grouting Project
During the 2020 O&M CCTV work, seventeen (17)
sewer defects were identified where there was a
significant inflow of clear water into the sanitary
sewer, but the sewer was otherwise structurally
intact. As touched on above, this clear water inflow
is I&I and should be eliminated wherever possible.
For these sewers, which are otherwise structurally
intact, this I&I may be addressed by chemical
grouting and sealing. In this process acrylamide
chemical grout is injected directly into the source
of the leak. This grout reacts with the surrounding
water, expands, and seals the leak thus eliminating
the I&I. Of the significant leaks identified of this
category, the majority were found at the house
lateral connection to the main. However, there
were a couple at pipe joints and three (3) directly
into manholes. Based upon the results of this
inspection, a grouting project was prepared to
address these I&I sources. As of the writing of this
article, seven (7) laterals were grouted, and all three
leaking manholes had been lined.

2021 Manhole-To-Manhole Sewer
Lining (CIPP) Project
In 2020, 20% of the Borough’s sanitary sewer system
was closed circuit televised (CCTVed) as part of the
2020 annual operation and maintenance (O&M)
program. During this televising, seventeen (17)
sewers with significant structural defects, or where
there was significant I&I, were identified. Another
two (2) were identified with just significant I&I. As
with the GROW project, CIPP lining was used to
address I&I, but the main focus was to restore the
structural integrity of the pipe. The advantage to
CIPP is that the work can be done without the need
to excavate the street and the repairs can be done
quickly. Any one sewer run can be lined in 4-hours.
The lining of these sewers began in March and was
completed by May 30th. Upon completion, a total
of nineteen (19) sewers had been lined.

2021 Annual O&M Project
As mentioned, the Borough annually issues an
O&M contract to CCTV approximately 20% of the
Borough’s sanitary sewers. This way, every sewer
in the Borough is inspected at least once every 5
years. Under this year’s project, just under 5 miles
of sewer were televised. Based upon the results
of this television inspection, all the sewer repair
projects for 2022 will be planned. The work under
2021 CCTV project was completed in March.

2021 Open Cut Spot Repair Project
During the 2020 O&M CCTV work, twelve (12)
structural sewer defects were identified that were
too severe to be repaired by CIPP lining. These
11

Borough of Dormont Presents:

ACCESS DORMONT

NOW AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD IN THE
APPLE APP STORE & GOOGLE PLAY STORE

NEW YEAR, NEW APP!
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Resurfacing of Streets and Alleys
At the March 1st council meeting, Council approved a contract with Independent Enterprises, Inc. to
resurface several streets and alleys. As of July 12, 2021, all paving work had been completed. The
streets/alleys that have been resurfaced are as follows:

Hillsdale Avenue
Hillsdale Avenue, from Annex Avenue to Delwood Avenue.

Arkansas Avenue
Arkansas Avenue, from Illinois Avenue to Belplain Avenue.
Kilton Road (a.k.a. Reed Alley)
Kilton Road, from Dell Avenue to the Post Office parking lot.
11th Alley
11th Alley, from Piedmont Avenue to Latonia Avenue.
In addition to the above, this project also included the
resurfacing of the Salt Building Parking Lot and removal
of the West Liberty Crosswalk at Mississippi Ave. that both
PennDOT and our traffic consultant identified as being
unsafe.

Other Road Resurfacing Projects
Linden Avenue
Linden Avenue is a dead-end alley located between Dwight
Avenue and Louisiana Avenue, running east towards Potomac
Avenue. At the time of the writing of this article, no decision had
been made regarding plans for improvement of Linden Avenue.
Plans for this road may be discussed later in the year for possible
inclusion with construction projects planned for 2022.

RoadBotics, will then do a complete assessment providing
a report that rates the existing conditions of our streets and
alleys. 1 for good up to 5 for bad. Based upon this rating of the
streets and alleys, the Borough will be able to make an impartial
decision regarding those that are most in need of resurfacing.
Based upon this assessment, Council will be better able to
allocate 2022 funding to those that require resurfacing the most.

2022 Road & Alley Resurfacing Projects
In August the Borough will be performing a driving inspection
of all the streets and alleys in the Borough. Our consultant,

We will be going through the budget process in September. I
anticipate listing the candidates for 2022 resurfacing in the
winter edition of the newsletter.

2021 Utility Work Involving Road Resurfacing
Although the details have not been finalized at the time of the writing of this article, the following projects are
anticipated to be started and completed by various utility companies in 2021 and will require road restoration:
block from Lima Alley to Annex Ave. The sidewalk along the
westerly side of the block has been completely replaced.

Pennsylvania American Water (PAW)

Voelkel Avenue
In the fall of 2020, PAW completed the full main replacement
of the water main on Voelkel Avenue running from Ordinance
Avenue to Potomac Avenue. At the time, the trench had been
sealed with hot mix asphalt for the winter. The transfer of the
individual residential water services from the old main to the
new is anticipated to be completed in the late spring. At the
time of the writing of this article, final restoration had not yet
been completed. The current estimate is October 2021.

We at the Borough understand the impacts these projects
will have on the residents and the motoring public that use
these streets. Although we have no control of the scheduling
of the utility work, we will do our best to work with the
various utility companies to make the public aware of the
pending work and the various construction schedules as
they develop. When available, these updates will be posted
on the Borough Facebook page, the Borough website and
our new “Access Dormont” app. You can download “Access
Dormont” from the Apple App Store and the Google Play
Store. You are also able to ask questions or request more
information about these projects in the new app. If you
would like email notification of pending construction, please
contact the Borough offices at 412-561-8900 X222 and leave
your email address. You will be added to our email chain
and will receive email alerts.

LaSalle Avenue
PAW is in the design phase to replace the 6” water main from
Linden Avenue to Connecticut Avenue. No construction is
anticipated until the spring or 2022.

Peoples Natural Gas (PNG)

Hillsdale Avenue
All work on Hillsdale Avenue was completed in July 2021. The
bulk of the main installation was in the sidewalk of the 1200
13

FALL 2021 NEWS
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
ARE UNDERWAY!
FALL IS THE BEST TIME TO
PLANT A TREE!
Did you know? A deciduous
tree retains about 20% of the
rain that falls on its canopy
and can control 4,000 gallons
of stormwater in a year.

Falling Leaves and Stormwater
Autumn is marked by falling temperatures, falling rain and
falling leaves. For municipalities, these seasonal changes
bring new challenges. While stormwater systems can typically
handle increases in the volume of water, the added leaf litter
can aggravate and overwhelm systems and exacerbate
pipeline defects. The main issue with Fall foliage in a
stormwater sewer system is that leaf litter contributes
phosphorus and nitrogen to stormwater. Both can lead to
depleted oxygen content which suffocates aquatic life and
produces toxic cyanobacteria which threatens human and
wildlife health. These water quality problems are hazardous
and costly to fix - but they are also preventable. Extensive
pipe rehabilitation projects and falling water quality can both
be avoided with a focused effort on leaf clean up. With Fall in
full effect, the Borough’s leaf vac and removal efforts are well
underway, and you can do your part to make a positive impact
too.
• Keep sidewalks, curbsides, and stormwater drains clear.
• Rake leaves and dispose of them in yard waste or
compost bins.
• Use a mulching mower that is designed to shred grass and
leaves into small pieces that add nutrients to the soil.

Construction projects planned, funded, and
coordinated by the Stormwater Authority are in
full swing and should be completed well before
the winter temperatures fall and snowflakes fly.
ATHENS ALLEY WATERSHED, PHASE 2 was
awarded to Independent Enterprises, Inc. in the
amount of $229,019 to reroute the storm sewer
line at the intersection of W. Liberty and Kelton
Avenues. County GEDTF funds in the amount
of $185,000 will be used to complete this
project.
LOUISIANA AVENUE, PHASE 2 was awarded to
Independent Enterprises, Inc. in the amount of
$190,781 to upgrade the line by installing 500
LF 15" corrugated pipe, 880 LF of 54"
corrugated pipe, 6 manholes, and 11 inlets. This
project is completely funded through the
Gaming Economic Development Tourist Fund
(GEDTF).
CONTACT US

manager@dormontstormwater.org
Follow us @DSWAuthority
Like us @
https://www.facebook.com/Boroughof-Dormont-Stormwater-Authority
Join a virtual Board meeting –
3rd Wednesdays 7pm:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83709154068

Fall foliage may be a traditional and beautiful part of Autumn,
but prolonging its time on the ground isn’t worth risking water
quality and sewer pipeline systems.

Borough of Dormont Stormwater Authority

1444 Hillsdale Avenue
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Pittsburgh, PA 15216 412.561.8900 x240

Dormont Athletic Booster Association

Serving the Youth of Dormont and K.O. School District Since 1949

Thanks to all who participated, coached, volunteered, and donated to make our season
and tournaments a success! Our softball players finished a great & fun season –
thank you to all the coaches & parents for your support.
Dormont 8U Baseball

Keystone Oaks 10U Baseball

The Dormont 8U teams had a full and fun season
in 2021. Thank you to all the coaching volunteers
who taught the players the basic baseball
techniques to prepare them for 10U!

The Dormont 10U baseball tournament was a
success! We had lots of fans visit our field to watch
the players compete. The winning teams were 1st
place - Scott Township, 2nd place - East End, 3rd
place - Keystone Oaks with a close win against
Greenfield who came in 4th place. Congrats!

Keystone Oaks 12U All Star Baseball

Congratulations to the Keystone Oaks 10U All-Star Team!

Keystone Oaks 12U All Star Baseball

Congratulations to the 12U All-Star team!

They finished in 3rd place in the Dormont, West Wood and Castle Shannon Tournaments.
15

Recreation

Your cooperation is

_______________________________________
Dormont Dash
The Dormont Dash is a decades-long South Hills
hilly, and fun 5k races in the area! Presented by
money raised from the 5k run and 1-mile fun run
Association Memorial Scholarship Fund. The ra
and the course allows runners and walkers to enj
community of Dormont. All ages are welcome t
or the whole family to support a great cause!

DORMONT DASH

About Keystone Oaks Education Association Me
Keystone Oaks Education Association (KOEA) h
who has chosen to study education. In 2014, KO
student pursuing any post-secondary education.
KOEA is now awarding a third post-secondary s

KOEA
Memorial
to study education. In The
2014,
KOEA
beganScholarship
awardingFund,
a in Memo
Cordes has awarded more than $32,000 over the
second scholarship to a student pursuing any postsecondary education. Beginning with the 2018-2019
Dormont Dash 5K will be Sunday, September 19
school year, KOEA is now awarding a third post1 mile Fun Run through Dormont Park. All parti
secondary scholarship to
a graduating
student.
custom
finishers medal
and have the option to pu

The Dormont Dash is a decades-long South Hills
tradition, and one of the most challenging, hilly, and
fun 5k races in the area! Presented by the Borough of
Dormont Recreation Board, all money raised from the
5k run and 1-mile fun run benefits the Keystone Oaks
Education Association Memorial Scholarship Fund.
The race begins and ends at the iconic Dormont Pool,
and the course allows runners and walkers to enjoy
the beauty of the park and the charming community
of Dormont. All ages are welcome to participate so
bring a friend, significant other, or the whole family to
support a great cause!

The KOEA Memorial Scholarship
in Memory
In addition toFund,
participants,
we areof:
looking for spo
Shawn O’Donnell, David
Armitage If&you
Amy
has
participants.
are Cordes
interested,
please feel fre
x227. over the past 14 years.
awarded more than $32,000

To Sunday,
register and
for the 2021
Dormont Dash 5K will be
September
19,Dormont
2021 Dash or fo
https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Pittsburgh/Dor
at 8:00am. This event will also include a 1 mile Fun
Run through Dormont Park. All participants including
1 mile fun run will receive a custom finishers medal
and have the option to purchase a commemorative
(ALSO AT
race day shirt.

About Keystone Oaks Education Association Memorial
Scholarship Fund: Starting in 2004, the Keystone
Oaks Education Association (KOEA) has awarded a
scholarship to a graduating senior who has chosen

THAT OR B
HOUSE O

In addition to participants, we are looking for sponsors for the race
and prizes/donations for the participants. If you are interested,
please feel free to contact Beth Bachman at 412-561-8900 x227.
To register and for the 2021 Dormont Dash or for more information
https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Pittsburgh/DormontDash
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Halloween Info:
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Recreation
HALLOWEEN
M VIE IN
THE POOL LOT

Sunday,
October 31st, 2021
6:00pm-8:00pm
Saturday, October 2,
Movie begins at Dark

Please bring your own chairs and blankets!

Happy

Dormont Volunteer
Firefighters & Police
will be out and about
patrolling the street!

Halloween!
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Recreation
The 13th Annual Dormont Street
and Music Festival

Saturday, October 9, 2021
1:00 PM- 8:00 PM Potomac Avenue

(Potomac will be closed between Belrose & West Liberty Avenues 7:00 AM — 9:00 PM)

There will be live performances on Potomac and Belrose from 1:00 – 8:00 PM.
2nd Acoustic Performance Area at end of Potomac Avenue by West Liberty Avenue

Event Highlights

Recreation Board Presents: Children’s Area 2:00-6:00pm

Community Paint by Number, Crafts, Fire Truck sponsored by Dormont Fire Department

Live Music including Joe Grushecky
+ Food + Street Vendors + Rock Wall Experience provided by PA National Guard
Arsenal Cider Brew Garden
Please Note:

For the safety of Street Fair guests and patrons,
ANIMALS are NOT permitted in the Street Fair areas!
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
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GARBAGE/RECYCLING

NEWS AND SCHEDULE

FALL LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM –
SIX TUESDAYS THIS FALL!

THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY WILL
NOT AFFECT THE TRASH OR
RECYCLING PICK UP SCHEDULE.

The Fall Leaf Collection Program will begin
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26 and will end on TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 30. PICK UP WILL BE ON TUESDAYS
ONLY. All leaves must be placed in biodegradable,
brown paper bags. NO PLASTIC BAGS! All leaf
bags must be placed at the curb for pickup. NO
ALLEY PICK UP OF LEAVES! Thirty-gallon leaf bags
are available at the Borough Office at $.50 each or a pack
of 5 for $2.50. You can also purchase biodegradable
bags at most hardware/building supply stores.

CARDBOARD RECYCLING – boxboard and

small flat pieces of clean, corrugated cardboard (all
cardboard must be broken down, so it is flat & no more
than 3 feet in length or width & tied in a bundle; no food
such as pizza grease.) Pizza boxes are only acceptable
if they are clean, there should be no grease or food on
the cardboard.

TV PICKUP – The Borough participates in the At

Your Door Special Collection program for recycling of
E-waste; CPU/towers, monitors, keyboards, televisions,
VCRs, etc. To have these items picked up at your door
free of charge, call 1-800-449-7587. They are no longer
accepted with the regular trash.

The leaf vac will be available to pick up
leaves in the street.
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