WINTER 2017

VOLUME 28

ISSUE 4

www.boro.dormont.pa.us

CHANGE
Change is the law of life. And those
who look only to the past or present
are certain to miss the future.
- John F. Kennedy
The Borough of Dormont staff
and Council have been working
through the budget process and
examining our past and present to
help shape our future. Although
most people see the annual budget simply in terms of dollars and
cents, it is truly our primary guide
for the following year. The budget
reflects the policies and points of
focus for the Council and sets the
course for the staff to follow. With
that process wrapping up, it is a
good time to review our upcoming changes.

this, our current part-time code
enforcement officer position is being converted to a full-time Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer.
This new role will handle all zoning
reviews and work directly with our
building inspector to make the permit process as smooth as possible.
Additionally, they will provide code
enforcement services throughout
the community to ensure the community’s rising standards are met
in all neighborhoods.

There are a couple major personnel changes coming this year, and
both changes reflect the changing
needs of our community.

The second position change reflects the growing number of
families and changes in communication. The Recreation Director position will now be the Community
Events and Communications Coordinator. While assuming many of
the current responsibilities for recreation, this new position will also
be responsible for managing the
Borough’s website and social media platforms. To further enhance
this focus on communication, Dormont has partnered with Savvy
Citizen to launch their app in the
community. This free app will allow residents and neighbors to receive alerts about everything from
community events to road closures
through text and/or email. (See
the Borough website or Facebook
page for more information.)

As Dormont homes continue to sell
well and more property owners invest in their homes, the Borough
felt that it was important to move
permits along quickly, while also
providing improved building and
code enforcement. To accomplish

And the final personnel-related
change focus on our schedule. Certain members of the Borough staff
will begin a new schedule on a trial
basis. For the next several months,
administrative and building and
code enforcement staff will work

I can’t change the direction of the
wind, but I can adjust my sails to
always reach my destination.
- Jimmy Dean
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until 8:00 PM on Mondays and until
Noon on Fridays. This change is to
allow residents working throughout the day an opportunity to
meet with members of staff to discuss their issues and permits in person, without the need to take time
off from work to do so. We hope
this change will allow us to better
serve the community.
Continued on page 2
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Times and conditions change so rapidly
that we must keep our aim constantly
focused on the future.
- Walt Disney
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Another policy change made by Borough Council was a realignment of
Council committees. While several of
the committees remain unchanged,
there are two in particular I’d like to
share. The first new addition is the
Planning, Sustainability, and Inclusion
Committee, which will consider future
policy changes for the Borough which
reflect the ideals set forth in our Welcoming and Inclusiveness Resolutions,
while also looking at potential changes to make our Borough more sustainable (with a focus on social equity, environmentally friendly practices, and
economic value). The second addition
is the Business District Relations and
Development Committee. As Dormont
has made a significant investment in
its walkable downtown, Council wishes

to focus attention on further developing the Potomac and West Liberty corridors, while also building stronger relationships with our current business
and building owners.

Failure is not fatal, but failure to
change might be.
- John Wooden
All of these changes combine to show
that the Borough of Dormont continues to look to the future. We will miss
the target occasionally, but our eyes
and efforts are set firmly on a prosperous and fulfilling future for Dormont.
For myself, I look forward to continuing to work with my staff, our Council,
and our residents to reach our goals.
Thank you,
Ben Estell
Borough Manager

A Note From THE MAYOR
Dear Dormont Residents,
I hope all have had a great year
so far. As we move into the winter
season, the holiday season is upon
us. It is always important to be
mindful of our responsibilities
to ourselves and our neighbors.
I ask you to be vigilant as you
drive through our community and
mindful of the traffic laws for
safety of all. With winter comes
snow, always look out for and
check in with that neighbor in
need of the simple things.
During my term I have seen our
community grow and flourish
and, I have had the opportunity
to watch the beatification of
Potomac Avenue. Thanks to our
caring residents, Real Estate values
have increased, showing Dormont
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is a very welcoming community.
I look forward as a Dormont
Resident, to watch our community
grow and prosper.
This being my final newsletter as
Mayor, I will always feel honored
and privileged to have been your
mayor for the past four years. I am
grateful to those who have had such
an impact on my life. It has been a
valuable learning experience and
an eye opener.
I thank our community and its
loving people for allowing me to
serve everyone for a combined
34 years as a Police Officer, Police
Chief and Mayor. I wish everyone a
healthy, and happy Holiday season.
Yours Truly,
Mayor Phil Ross

LETTER FROM

SENATOR WAYNE FONTANA
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program
I want to remind anyone that has not applied for the 2016 Property Tax/Rent
Rebate Program that the deadline to do so is Dec. 31. Applications can be
obtained from any of my district offices and my staff would be happy to assist
you in preparing your application.
The Property Tax/Rent Rebate program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65
and over; widows and widowers age 50 and over; and people with disabilities
age 18 and over. Homeowners with a maximum yearly income of $35,000 and
renters with a maximum yearly income of $15,000 are eligible for a rebate. Keep
in mind that half of Social Security income is excluded. Some applicants who
previously received rebates may continue to qualify despite Social Security costof-living adjustments that may have pushed their income past eligibility limits.
Please contact my office for more information at 412-344-2551.

Senator Wayne D. Fontana
42nd Senatorial District

932 Brookline Blvd.
Pittsburgh PA 15226-2106
412-344-2551
412-344-3400 fax
Fontana@pasenate.com
www.senatorfontana.com
Twitter - @WayneDFontana

State Representative

DAN MILLER
Be sure to mark your calendars for our biggest event of the year!
Our 5th Annual Disability Summit will be held March 22nd and 23rd at the Beth
El Congregation on Cochran Road – and we are already working hard to make
it a big success! Last year’s event had almost 1,300 people attend with over
140 partnering organizations and 34 sessions on a variety of related topics. The
Summit has truly become the largest collection of disability and mental health
resources in western PA.

Representative Dan Miller
42nd Legislative District
650 Washington Rd., Suite 102
Pittsburgh, PA 15232
412-343-3870
www.pahouse.com/miller
RepMiller@pahouse.net
www.facebook.com/RepDanMiller
twitter: @RepDanMiller

To kick off both jam-packed days, I’m excited to announce DHS Secretary
Teresa Miller and Education Secretary Pedro Rivera as our keynote speakers. On
March 22, Secretary Miller will speak about how DHS is continuing to advance
independence and opportunity for everyone with disabilities. Secretary Rivera,
who was instrumental in the PA ESSA plan, will speak on March 23 about the
Department of Education’s mission to give all students a high quality education.
As always this is a free event to attend. Whether you are looking for resources
for a loved one, family supports, job opportunities or you are new to a diagnosis
– our event is meant to provide as much information as possible as a one-stop
shop. As your state Representative, advocating for people with a disability or a
diagnosis has been a major priority for me, and I look forward to bringing this
key event back to our district.
For more information on this important regional event, you can visit facebook.
com/RepDanMiller or DisabilitySummit.com.
3

Hollywood Theater
A Hollywood Theater patron recently said the theater played a large part in his decision to buy a house in
Dormont, adding: “Having a neighborhood theater that I can walk to is amazing.”
Dormont’s own Hollywood Theater—an icon for over 90 years—is now the South Hill’s only neighborhood
theater. That is amazing…but don’t take it for granted! Between April 2, 1998 and March 30, 2007, the
Hollywood was dark—and then it opened and closed twice between 2008-10. Since 2011, the Hollywood
Theater has been continuously open under the nonprofit Friends of the Hollywood Theater. No other movie
theater in the city offers such a broad range of films and unique events that truly engage audiences in
cinema culture.
Tickets sales alone won’t keep a single-screen theater open! We hope you’ll consider these ideas to support
this amazing community asset:
• Remember us in your year-end giving. Help us get 2018 off to a flying start by making a donation at
		 www.thehollywooddormont.org, in person at the theater, or by mail!
• Do your holiday gift shopping via AmazonSmile.com, which donates 0.5% of the price of eligible
		 purchases to the organization of your choice. (Just type “Hollywood Theater” when prompted)
• Buy your gifts at the theater. We have t-shirts, gift cards, memberships, and some gorgeous movie-themed
		 posters created by local artists.
• Most importantly, come see movies at the theater! To see a list of events and what we’re screening,
		 visit www.hehollywooddormont.org, and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!

Commit 2B Fit
Friends Focused on Fitness
Commit Yourself to be Fit with us and make some new friends!
HEAD to TOE EXERCISES TO STRENGTHEN, TIGHTEN & TONE YOUR BODY

DORMONT REC CENTER
Monday & Thursdays – 7:00 to 8:00 PM
For more information contact:
Diane Kaiser 412-952-8037

FIRST CLASS FREE TO NEW STUDENTS

Email: c2bf2017@gmail.com

JOIN ANYTIME!

www.commit2bfit.rocks
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DORMONT VOLUNTEER DORMONT
\Historical Society \
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Tired of running around at the last minute
trying to find those special gifts for friends
and relatives? Well, the Dormont Historical
Society is here to help you with some unique
ideas for your holiday gift giving. Why not
give a “Dormont Memories” calendar? The
2018 edition is full of interesting photos of the
borough’s past and present and makes an especially nice gift for former residents around the
country. The calendar is still only $5.00 ($6.50 if
mailed). Limited quantities of past year’s calendars, full of a wide array of vintage photos
are also available for $2.50 ($4.00 if mailed).

SMOKE ALARMS
It is the time of year for everyone to turn their
furnaces on, fire up the fireplaces, and start using
the oven more. This is also the time of year when
more fires happen due to accidents involving heat
sources. Having working smoke alarms in your
home is important to help ensure the safety of your
family and guests. Please check the batteries in
your smoke alarms to make sure they are working.
If your smoke alarm is 10 years or older it should
be replaced. The Dormont Fire Department has
partnered with the Red Cross to help make sure
that any household in Dormont that needs smoke
detectors can receive them free of charge. All you
have to do is call 412.561.8900 x500 and leave your
information. A member will call and schedule and
installation at your home.

If you’re not in the market for a calendar, how
about the Dormont Centennial book? This
beautiful publication, which chronicles the
history of the borough through an interesting
collection of text and photos, is still available
for only $20 ($23 if mailed).
And, of course, one time DHS gift memberships are still available for $5.00 (a 50% savings
of the regular cost of an annual membership).

QRS DESIGNATION
The Dormont Fire Department was recently awarded designation as a QRS unit, to assist on EMS calls.
We will be responding on some medical emergencies along with Medical Rescue Team South, within
Dormont that require our assistance. The fire fighters are committed to raising our level of service to
residents of Dormont by providing these additional
EMS duties.

So stop by and see us at our museum on the
ground floor of the municipal center. We are
open on Fridays from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm.
If you can’t make it in person, give us a call at
412-561-8900, ext. 400.
Note that our museum will be closed after
December 15th and will reopen January 5th.

3Happy Holidays!3

DORMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT

With winter approaching, we wanted to take this time and remind residents that placing chairs in parking
spaces is not permitted within the Borough of Dormont. When you place items in the street, those items will
be considered abandoned property and can be seized by the police department. Fortunately, the last few
winters have been mild and the snowfall accumulations have been low, so let’s hope for the same in 2018.
We understand that it can be stressful when you shovel out a parking space and someone else pulls into
it, however, parking spaces on the street are public domain and anyone can park in them. Let’s try and be
neighborly and get through the winter as quickly and peacefully as possible.
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DORMONT, MT. LEBANON, CASTLE SHANNON

ROTARY CLUB

The Dormont, Mt. Lebanon, Castle Shannon Rotary Club invites you to join us at a weekly meeting.
Rotary is a volunteer organization of business and professional leaders. The club meets weekly at The
Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church, 3319 West Liberty Avenue at noon on Monday. Enjoy lunch,
get an update of club activities and listen to a speaker informing us about timely topics. Meetings
last only one hour. The camaraderie and friendships shared while looking to help others in our
communities is a welcome break in the hectic workday.
Each year Rotarians sponsor a poinsettia sale. Profits benefit the tri-boro libraries. They will be
available at the Dormont library in early December.
Visit our Facebook page facebook/dmtlcsrotary and twitter/dmtlcsrotary for a calendar of club events.
Rotary was founded in 1905 as the world’s first service organization. Clubs are nonpolitical and open
to every race, culture and creed.

} New Members Are Always Welcome }
The Dormont AARP Chapter 3016 meets the 2nd Thursday of every month at the
Unity Presbyterian Church, 1146 Green Tree Road. Doors open at 11:30 am and the meeting starts
at 12 noon.
We have speakers, entertainment, travel trips, plus the annual picnic and Christmas party to name a
few activities.

We also collect items for charity. | New members and visitors are welcome. | Come join us at a meeting.
For more information call Beverly 412-563-3961.

o I 2018 I

The 2018 Dormont Library House Tour Committee
is busy planning for next year and is looking for
homes to showcase on the 2018 Holiday House Tour.
If you or someone you know is interested in having
your home featured on the tour, please contact us
at DormontHouseTour@outlook.com, or connect
with us on Facebook at facebook.com/dormontlibraryhousetour.

ry

D

ublic Li
P
t
n
bra
o
m
r

HOUSE TOURS

The tour raises money for programming at the Dormont Library, and is entirely driven by volunteers.
The 2018 Tour will be a special “holiday” theme,
so if you love to decorate for the winter holidays,
please consider placing your house on the tour!
Thank you,
Dormont Library House Tour Committee
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Friends of DORMONT P

L

Thanks for joining us for the 2017 (fairly wet) pool season.
To those who participated in the Pub Tour, Cut-a-Thon and made contributions through our annual
door-to-door campaign, a huge THANK YOU!
During the off season, repairs will be made to the mushroom and the slide will be recoated so we’ll
be slip-slidin’ away come Memorial Day weekend when the pool opens for the 2018 season.
As a reminder: Friends of Dormont Pool is now part of the Amazon Smile program which allows
Amazon.com shoppers to select FODP as their designated charity.
Check our website for information on upcoming events: friendsofdormontpool.com and Save the
date for the 12th Annual Pub Tour, April 28th, 7pm-Midnight.

Dormont Athletic Booster Association
Serving the Youth of Dormont and K.O. School District Since 1949
Get a Holiday Gift

Now available on the DABA Website at www.dormontbooster.com! You can order baseball & softball sweatshirts, t-shirts, long sleeve shirts and pants with the Dormont Baseball logo in youth, women’s and men’s
sizes. Softball apparel is also available! Part of the proceeds from these sales will benefit DABA and help keep
our program running! These make great gifts and help parents support their children throughout the year.

Spring Sports Registration

Registration for baseball, softball and twirling will be opening soon! You can register online at
www.dormontbooster.com by clicking “REGISTER” in the top right corner and signing up online. You
can also attend an in-person registration at one of the following times:
•

Saturday, February 10th, 2018 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM at the Borough Gym on Hillsdale Avenue.

Spaces are limited in each program, so please don’t delay in signing up!

Monte Carlo Night!

Our annual Monte Carlo fundraiser includes food, beverages, horse races, basket raffle and games of
chance! Tentatively scheduled for February 24th, 2018. Mark your calendars, and more information will be
coming from our email blasts!

Become a Sponsor

Our sponsorship information has been updated. Print and email or mail your sponsorship form with your
check by March 1st, 2018. You can find our sponsorship information at our Website under “About Us”.
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Official Actions
JULY 3, 2017
• Accepted
the
Consent
Agenda Items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H,
I, J, K, L, M (A. Motion to Accept
the Council Meeting Minutes
06-05-2017, B. Motion to Accept
the Warrant List June 2017, C.
Motion to Accept Manager’s
Report for June 2017, D. Motion
to Accept the Fire Department
Report May 2017, E. Motion to
Accept the Engineer’s Report,
F. Motion to Accept the June
2017 Zoning Report, G. Motion
to Appoint Robert Palmieri
to Represent the Borough of
Dormont to the South Hills
Area Council of Governments,
H. Motion to Appoint Jeffrey
Fabus to Represent the Borough
of Dormont as Alternate to
the South Hills Area Council
of Governments, I. Motion to
Accept Resignation of Joan
Hodson from Medical Rescue
Team South Authority Board, J.
Motion to Appoint Jason Walsh
to Medical Rescue Team South
Authority Board, K. Motion to
Approve the Recommendation
of the Manager to Hire a Public
Relations Intern at a Rate
of $15 Per Hour, with Salary
Expense Not to Exceed $5400,
L. Motion to Approve a Town
Center Associates Consultant
Agreement, M. Motion to
Waive Fee for Main Street Sign
Application and Approve Use
of Borough Property for Sign
Locations).
• Approved
Resolution
9,
2017, a Resolution of the
Borough of Dormont, Allegheny
County,
Commonwealth
of
Pennsylvania, Exonerating the
Tax Collector of the Borough

of Dormont, Namely Harvey
Lieberman, for the Taxable Year
of 2016, in Accordance with the
Tax Collector’s Report which was
dated January 8, 2017.
• Appointed Brian Taylor as
an Alternate to the Civil Service
Commission.

AUGUST 7, 2017
• Accepted
the
Consent
Agenda Items A, B, C, D, E, F,
G, H, I, J (Motion to Approve
the Council Meeting Minutes
of 07-03-2017, B. Motion to
Approve the Warrant List July
2017, C. Motion to Approve the
Engineer’s Report, D. Motion to
Approve Manager’s Report for
July 2017, E. Motion to Approve
the Fire Department Report for
June 2017, F. Motion to Approve
July Police Report, G. Motion
to Accept the July 2017 Zoning
Report, H. Motion to Authorize
the Borough Manager to Sell
the Following Borough Assets:
1) 1993 Ford F250 4X4 with a
5.8 Liter Engine 2) 2000 Mauldin
Roller Model 4000 Tow Behind,
1 Ton with 2 Ton Compaction
Rating, with 18 HP Kohler
Engine, I. Motion to Hire Dana
Korbe as Clerk/Receptionist,
J. Motion to Authorize the
Borough Manager to Advertise
for Bids for the Gym Project).
• Advertised an Ordinance
of the Borough of Dormont,
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
Amending the Borough of
Dormont Codified Book of
Ordinances, Part I, General
Legislation, Chapter 153, Peace
and Good Order, Section 5,
8

Noise Restrictions
• Advertised an Ordinance of
the Borough of Dormont, County
of Allegheny, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Amending Chapter
195-26 to Provide for Meter
Parking at the Hillsdale/West
Liberty Avenue Corner Lot and
Further Providing for Severance
and Repeal.
• Accepted the Resignation of
Council Member Joan Hodson.

SEPTEMBER 5, 2017
• Appointed Jen Mazzocco to
Council, Fulfilling the remainder
of Councilmember Hodson’s term
that ends December 31, 2017.
• Appointed Kate
Council President.

Abel

as

• Appointed Daniele Ventresca
as Vice Council President.
• Appointed Jeff Fabus as
Council President Pro Tempore.
• Accepted
the
Consent
Agenda Items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H
(A. Motion to Accept the Council
Meeting Minutes for 08-07-2017,
B. Motion to Accept the Warrant
List August 2017, C. Motion
to Accept Manager’s Report
for August 2017, D. Motion to
Accept Police Reports for August
2017, E. Motion to Accept the
Engineer’s Report, F. Motion to
Approve the September 2017
Building Inspector’s Report, G.
Motion to Accept the August
2017 Zoning Report, H. Motion
to Approve the 2017 Road &
Alley Project CO#1).

Official Actions
• Adopted Ordinance 1623, AN
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH
OF
DORMONT,
ALLEGHENY
COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA,
AMENDING THE BOROUGH OF
DORMONT CODIFIED BOOK OF
ORDINANCES, PART II, GENERAL
LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 153,
PEACE AND GOOD ORDER,
SECTION 5, NOISE RESTRICTIONS.
• Adopted Ordinance 1624, an
Ordinance of the Borough of
Dormont, County of Allegheny,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Amending Chapter 195-26 to
Provide for Meter Parking at the
Hillsdale/West Liberty Avenue
Corner Lot and Further Providing
for Severance and Repeal.

• Approved Advertisement for
a Public Hearing and Adoption of
Ordinance 1625, AN ORDINANCE
OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF
THE BOROUGH OF DORMONT,
ALLEGHENY
COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING
a VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT
PROGRAM;
ENACTING
TAX
CREDITS
FOR
VOLUNTEER
MEMBERS OF VOLUNTEER FIRE
COMPANIES AND NONPROFIT
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE
AGENCIES; AND ESTABLISHING
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
AND APPEALS AND PROVIDING
FOR SEVERANCE AND REPEAL.

• Approved
Agreement
to
Obtain and Use the Medication
Naloxone
Between
Medical
Rescue Team South Authority
and Dormont Police Department.
• Approved the Special Events
Alcohol Permit Application for
the Dormont VFW for the 2017
Dormont Street Fair Provided
that They Follow the Stipulations
Set Forth in Ordinance No. 1599.
• Accepted the Resignation of
Jeffrey Fabus from the Recreation
Board.

Dormont Public Library

2950 West Liberty Avenue I Pittsburgh PA 15216 I 412-531-8754
The Dormont Public Library would like to thank all of the patrons that donated to our “Love Your
Library” campaign during the month of September and beyond, with a special thank you to the
Jack Buncher organization for their matching funds. It was a great success! We would also like to
thank Dormont Borough for including our fundraising letter in the borough newsletter. We had
over $14,000 in individual, matching and business donations. We would also like to thank all of the
home owners, volunteers, and committee members that helped make our fall House Tour a success
as the monies raised were also a part of the “Love Your Library” total.
Please join us for our many ongoing programs like Children’s Storytime, Chess Instruction, Lego
Club, Senior Tai Chi, Trivia Night and Spotty Logic Afternoon, three different book clubs, Tail Waggin
Storytime with Therapy dogs, Origami classes, Colorful Conversations, ESL classes, and many other
special programs throughout the year. For more information or to register for any of our programs,
please call the library at 412-531-8754 or go to our website at dormontlibrary.org

We wish everyone a wonderful Holiday Season and a Happy New Year!
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Road Resurfacing Projects

With the various Borough projects and the considerable utility restoration work, this year was a very busy
year for road work. Seemed like everything was going on at the same time. Just about the entire Borough
was inconvenienced. People had to find alternate routes to work and other places to park. We are happy
to report that this work is done! This year the Borough completed several major projects as follows:

Potomac Avenue

In October, we completed Phase II of the reconstruction
project. Halleluiah! The detour signs were taken down
and all streets re-opened. Our appreciation goes out to all
residents who had to get around Potomac Avenue through
the various stages of closure. We hope you are happy with
the results and that it was worth the inconvenience. We
now have a brick paver street and sidewalk that extends the
entire length of the business district, from West Liberty Avenue all the way to Voelkel Ave. Under this project we also
installed 7 street trees and extended our network of lantern
style street lamps across the Port Authority tracks to Voelkel
Avenue. As with Phase I, the street trees are encased within special tree grates, upon which plank pavers have been
installed to within 24” of the tree. The effect is to expand
the usable sidewalk around the tree and provide a larger
pedestrian area. We also added flag poles and string lights
to the new lantern fixtures. Look for more holiday decorations around Christmas. In the spring, we will be installing
street furniture in both phases.

Now, as we enter the winter months, it is time to plan for
the road and alley work for 2018. In the upcoming year
the Borough is looking to complete the following road and
alley projects:

Kelton Avenue

Kelton Avenue, from Annex Avenue to Eastmont Avenue, is
a heavily travelled brick street with numerous asphalt patches and utility trenches. This road is proposed to be reconstructed as an asphalt street. Anticipate this construction
occurring over the summer during school summer break.

Annex Avenue

Annex Avenue, from Dormont Avenue to Kelton Avenue, is
also a heavily travelled brick street with numerous asphalt
patches and utility trenches. This road will be reconstructed
at the same time as Kelton Avenue, also proposed to be reconstructed as an asphalt street.

Dormont Avenue

Various Streets and Alleys

Dormont Avenue, from Dell Avenue to Annapolis Avenue, is
one of the main connector roads between McFarland Road
and West Liberty Avenue. This road is proposed to be milled
and resurfaced.

Earlier this year the Borough resurfaced Dell Avenue from
Hillsdale Avenue to the Port Authority tracks; reconstructed
Annex Avenue from Tennessee Avenue to Wisconsin Avenue;
resurfaced the Illinois Avenue loop road that goes through
the Beggs Snyder Park parking lot to Arkansas Avenue; and
resurfaced the loop road that runs through Dormont Park.
We also resurfaced Western Alley from Espy Avenue to Belrose Avenue and reconstructed 9th Alley from Beacon Hill
Avenue to Eastmont Avenue. Finally, we replaced the sidewalk on the north side of Annapolis Avenue, that goes from
Dormont Avenue to the school. It was a busy year for road
and alley projects.

Southern Alley

Southern Alley is a concrete alley that stretches from Potomac Avenue to Hillsdale Avenue. In concert with work
being done to the retaining wall at the rear of the Dormont
Library, the Borough will resurface the alley with an asphalt
overlay. At the same time, the Borough will install some
much-needed drainage improvements at the Potomac Avenue end of the alley.

Belplain Avenue

There you have it. The Borough road and alley reconstruction will not be as extensive as it was in 2017, however, be
advised that utility replacement work is anticipated to ramp
up with significant main replacements. We hope to have an
update on the streets affected for the next newsletter.

Although not a Borough project, we did partner with the
Pennsylvania American Water Company to have Belplain Avenue completely reconstructed from Tennessee Avenue to Illinois Avenue. The water company’s contractor replaced the
road, curb and ADA ramps. Under our partnership, the water
company paid for the road while the Borough paid for the
curb and we split the cost of the ADA ramp replacement.
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Dormont Stormwater Authority News
WINTER 2017
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT IN THE WINTER MONTHS
• Keep impervious areas such as sidewalks, alleyways, and around gutters swept free of debris to prevent
trash and other sediment from entering the stormwater system after snowfalls.
• Clear snow from storm drains, as blocked drains can lead to flooding as snow melts.
• Dispose of shoveled snow in vegetated areas. Do not shovel snow into the street. The more water that
can be absorbed into the ground, the less water will run off into the storm drain system, which carries
pollutants into our streams.
• Choose Eco-friendly deicers for your sidewalks and
driveways. Conventional de-icing salts are good for
melting snow and ice, but they contain pollutants
that are detrimental when they run off into our
waterways, killing frogs, fish and other aquatic life.
(Not to mention they are caustic to our pets’ paws!).
Try to use products that are marked “pet friendly”
or “pet safe”. These products may contain calcium
chloride (CaCl2), calcium magnesium acetate (CMA)
or potassium chloride (KCl).
Stormwater bills will be mailed from Jordan
Tax Service the end of December for 2018.
Residents have the option of paying in full or
making quarterly payments. If you choose to
pay in full, your bill will be due January 31,
2018. If you chose to pay quarterly, the first
payment is due January 31, 2018, and the
remaining payments will be due April 30, July 31, and October 31. This will be the only bill that will be sent
for 2018. Please make sure you have paid your 2016 & 2017 bills. Feel free to call the Authority if you have
any questions. 412-561-8900 ext 240

The Borough of Dormont
Stormwater Authority
meetings are held the third
Wednesday of the month in
Council Chambers at the
Borough Building at 7pm.
All are welcome!

The DSWA is looking for
interested residents to join the
Public Education and Outreach
Committee. No background
in stormwater is necessary.
Contact Jennifer Taylor
jtaylor@dormontstormwater.org
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Interested in receiving our
quarterly e-newsletter?
Email or call Jennifer Taylor.
412-561-8900 ext 240.
jtaylor@dormontstormwater.org

T&PPC’s Guide to Winter in Dormont

Winter is here, and with winter comes unpredictable snowfall, icy sidewalks, and seemingly endless
snow shoveling. The Traffic & Parking Planning Commission (T&PPC) offers these reminders to help
everyone drive and park safely this winter.

Parking Chairs

The iconic practice of using a chair to reserve a parking spot may be widespread
and subject to a community-imposed code in Pittsburgh, but this practice is in fact
illegal. The T&PPC understands the frustration of shoveling snow out of the street
only to have someone else park in that spot, but Dormont Police will remove chairs
placed in parking spaces during their patrols. In 1994, the Dormont Police confiscated over 200 chairs and piled them next to the Dormont Pool. Street parking is
public, and is first-come, first-served. Removing snow from a space in front of a
residence does not guarantee that spot to that resident. The T&PPC encourages everyone to help their neighbors clear street spaces, and save their chairs for summer
block parties.

•

,,,,,,,,,,,,,
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Street Snow Removal

•

•

•

•

Permits are available at the
Dormont Police Department 7AM-7PM.
Direct questions to the police desk
at 412-561-8900 x300.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,
•

•

•

Looking for help
shoveling the
sidewalk?

Consider requesting
volunteer service on
Dormont Delivers,
Facebook,
or Nextdoor.

•

•

•

•

Need a residential parking permit?

Dormont’s snow plow service follows a set procedure
for removing snow, and the main roadways are
plowed first. This means that alleys are not cleared
until after the main thoroughfares are cleared. If you
park in an alley that is not traversable until the alley
is cleared, consider on-street parking, car-pooling, or
utilizing Port Authority.

•

•

•

•

•

Sidewalk
Snow Removal

Residents are responsible for removing all
snow and ice from their sidewalks within 24
hours of snow/ice accumulation, per Chapter
181, Section 21 of the Dormont Borough
Code. Please ensure any fire hydrants,
mailboxes, or house numbers in your yard
are clearly visible.

REMINDER:

•

•

•

•

Want to help your
neighbors?
Let the Borough know
you are interested in
volunteering to help
shovel sidewalks.

Do not shovel snow from the sidewalk into the street. It obstructs parking, and creates
additional hazards to traffic on the roadway.

Stay safe and warm!
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MEDICAL RESCUE TEAM SOUTH AUTHORITY
It’s that time of year again for MRTSA to offer annual
memberships; direct mailings should have arrived. The
membership program is a very good value for the
residents and provides necessary support to MRTSA.

to not only providing excellent emergency medical
services, but strives to reach above and beyond in every
facet of pre-hospital care.
MRTSA uses membership dollars received to continually
upgrade ambulances and equipment; provide facility
improvements; and offset costs for valuable CPR and
first aid training.

Medical Rescue Team South Authority (MRTSA) is YOUR
ambulance, serving the communities of Baldwin Township, Castle Shannon, Dormont, Green Tree, Mt. Lebanon
and Whitehall.

By becoming a member, you help make our community
safer for you, your neighbors, and our communities.
For more information go to www.mrtsa.com.

MRTSA has a rich history through our staff, with a
cumulative total of over 600 years’ experience. This
type of experience is unprecedented throughout the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Our staff is committed

Thank you and Happy Holidays!!

Events

DORMONT MAIN STREET
T-shirt sale at the Hollywood’s Craft and Vendor Fair at
the Northway Christian Church Saturday, December 2,
1 to 4 PM or email dormontmainstreet.org.

Adult shirts are $20 and kids are $15.
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Events

Saturday 12.2.17
10 am ~ Dormont Fire Dept Christmas Parade
11:30 am - 1:30 pm ~ Free Screening of Elfat the Hollywood Theater
1 pm - 2 pm ~ Ice Carving on Potomac
1 pm - 4 pm ~ The Hollywood's Craft and Vendor Fair at Northway Church
2 pm - 5 pm ~ Cookies with Santa at the Hollywood Theater
3 pm - 5 pm ~ Balloon Artist on Potomac
4 pm- 6 pm ~Wine Tasting at the Muddy Cup
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm ~ Christmas Carolers on Potomac
6:00 pm ~Tree Lightingat Northway Church
Sunday 12.3.17
12 pm - 2 pm ~ Dormont Library Holiday Open House
2 pm - 4 pm ~ Face Painting at Fredo's Deli (sponsored by DABA)
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm ~ Gingerbread House Contest at Northway Church
2 pm - 4 pm ~ Christmas Craft and Cookie Decorating at Northway Church
3 pm - 5 pm ~ Wine Tasting at Vinyl Remains
3 pm - 4 pm ~ School of Rock Performance on Potomac
5 pm - 7 pm ~ Christmas Carolers on Potomac
5:30 pm - 7 pm ~ Free Carriage Rides
SPONSORED BY
DORMONT MAIN STREET AND THE BOROUGH OF DORMONT
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Recreation

Mark your Calendars: 2018 Recreation Board Events

• Open Gym at Municipal Gymnasium - Every Friday January 5 - March 30, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. - for
		 kids in Kindergarten through Grade 5 (parents must stay)
• Preschool Playdate - First Saturday of each month from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. (no playdate in September
		 or December)
• Valentine’s “Oldies Dance” - TBD

• Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 24, 10 a.m. - Noon. Rain date: Saturday, March 31.

• Movies in the Park - Friday June 8, Friday July 13, and Saturday August 11 - Movies TBA
• Fall Festival and Dor-Monster Dash in Dormont Park - Date TBD

• Parade, Cookies with Santa, and Light Up Dormont - Saturday December 1

Follow the Recreation Board Facebook page @DormontRecBoard for information on these and other events!

Snowman Building Contest
The Dormont Recreation Board is looking for the
Borough’s most creative snowmen! Build a snowman
after any snowfall this winter, take a picture and
post it on the Recreation Board Facebook
page at DormontRecBoard.
Watch Facebook for more details!
Last Year’s Winner: Lidia Baldoni

2017 Fall Festival

Thank you

to the following businesses
for their donations:
Beyond Bedtime Books,
Molly’s Pizza, and
The Hollywood Theater

Dormont Holiday Decoration Contest

The Borough of Dormont is pleased to bring back
this event for the 2017 Holiday Season! The Contest
is open to residential homes and businesses within
the Borough. Judges will look for the best use of
theme, the best use of lights, originality, and overall
appearance. There will be a total of four categories.
One for the businesses, and three for the residents
which are: “Over the Top”, “Best Holiday Movie/TV
Theme”, and “A Touch of Class”.

need to fill out a registration form. Look for registration details on Facebook @DormontRecBoard!

New this year – “Nominate your Neighbor”. Businesses and residents who would like to enter their
property (or a neighbor’s property) to be judged will

Questions? Please contact Kristin Hullihen at the
Borough office at 412-561-8900 x227.

Best of luck to all the participants!
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Borough Council and the Recreation Board will be
judging the entries during the Recreation Board
Meeting on Sunday, December 17. The board asks
those who wish to have their properties judged in the
competition to please have decorations in place and
lighted by 7 pm on Sunday, December 17.
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GARBAGE/RECYCLING

NEWS AND SCHEDULE

Our hauler is Waste Management Inc. Waste
Management will be sending out a separate
mailer and calendar explaining all of their services. They have three phone numbers: Customer Service 1-800-866-4460; the big, green debris
bags 1-877-789-2247; Household Hazardous
Waste 1-800-449-7587.

CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR’S DAY WILL HAVE
AN AFFECT ON YOUR GARBAGE OR RECYCLING
PICK UP. FOR THE LAST WEEK OF DECEMBER, PICK
UP WILL BE WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27; FOR
THE FIRST WEEK OF JANUARY, PICKUP WILL BE
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2018.

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING: TVs, computer

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING:

Waste
Management will pick-up your Christmas trees
this year. Simply place your tree at the curb after
you have taken it down. Unfortunately there is
no longer a demand for the mulch from the trees.
Allegheny County has tree drop off sites in their
parks if you wish to recycle your tree. Go to www.
county.allegheny.pa.us/parks or watch the local
newspapers and TV stations

monitors, etc., are no longer accepted with the
regular garbage. Please call 1-800-449-7587 for a
special pickup of these items.

FREON:

All Freon must be removed from refrigerators, ac units, etc., before they can be
picked up with the trash. Call the borough office
at 412-561-8900 x1 for more information.
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