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CREATING A DIGITAL STRATEGY FOR DORMONT
Social media is one of the great disruptors for municipal management.
Being a disruptor is neither wholly
good nor wholly bad. Social media is
also not new. But, we have reached a
point where many residents are reliant on social media sources for daily
information. With any great disruptor comes possibilities, challenges,
and dangers. Together, Dormont’s
municipal staff and residents must
work to create an online environment to match the traits of the real
one: growing and welcoming.
Borough employees have been slow
to adopt social media tools into our
normal routine. With a high turnover in the manager’s position, it can
be difficult to create lasting change,
especially when it requires adopting completely new practices. But,
we have been making an effort to
learn more and are making plans to
integrate these modern tools into
our toolbox. Over the last year, we
experimented with online videos
and presentations, live-streaming
of Council meetings, and budgeting
transparency.
With the use of a GoPro camera
and free software, we put together
a couple videos to get residents excited for the annual opening of the
Dormont pool. It also gave us a new
way to provide ticketing information, like pricing and deadlines for
pool passes. When we began planning the Potomac Avenue project,
a full presentation was provided
through social media sites to bring
attention to the Borough’s plans.
This year, we plan to expand the use
of online videos and presentations,
with plans already set for a series of

videos to walk residents and contractors through the permitting process.
As suggestions come in, we will work
to build a content library to help
residents understand governmental
processes.

five years. We plan to continue providing these working documents to
make our residents a bigger part of
the process.
To take advantage of the great
possibilities provided by these new
tools, the Borough is seeking a Public Relations intern through the Local
Government Academy. We expect to
use this position to create a uniform
online presence for the Borough
Continued on page 2
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Although it does not replace the participation level of actually attending
public meetings, many residents
have taken to watching the livestream for Borough Council meetings. You can follow along the companion agenda and keep abreast of
critical legislation and topics of discussion. As we are new to this, there
have been some bumps along the
way, but we are continuing to make
improvements to create a quality
video and audio experience.
Also, during the budget season, the
working Excel spreadsheet, along
with all companion documents, used
by members of Council was provided
on the Borough’s website to encourage resident participation in budget
deliberations. This gave residents an
opportunity to see how hiring and
infrastructure decisions would affect
the Borough budget over the next
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across multiple platforms, while also
training staff members on the creation
of easily-digested content to publish
on a regular basis.
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When it comes to challenges, we all
must work together to spread this new
information to those who do not use
online services as frequently. Changing demographics have helped push
social media forward in Dormont, with
a number of groups being created to
share information. But, Dormont still
has many residents who do not frequently use the internet. The Borough
will still publish its quarterly newsletters to make sure all of our residents
are being informed, but we must all
make an effort to help inform those
without internet access.
And finally, there are the dangers of
social media. Over the last year, we have
witnessed numerous events that spurred
furious online discussions. On several
occasions, the dangers of social media
became apparent…some minor, others
not. I do not wish to pick on any one

person or event, so I will avoid going
into examples, but there are a few simple
rules to follow to limit the dangers:
• Be helpful. If you think a crime has
been committed, call the police first.
Investigations into gun shots or theft
are best left to the professionals. Do
not assume someone else has made the
call to 9-1-1.
• Be informed. Do not spread rumors. Verify information. Innocent
children have been affected by adults
spreading rumors.
• Be respectful. Dormont is a diverse
community, which is one of its greatest strengths. We are able to disagree
without being rude to one another.
• Be patient. There is no prize for being the first to share the latest gossip.
Jumping to conclusions only makes a
situation worse.
I hope that my staff and I can integrate
multiple online tools to keep our residents better informed. I also hope that
you will help us along the way.
Ben Estell
Borough Manager

DORMONT, MT. LEBANON, CASTLE SHANNON

ROTARY CLUB

The Dormont, Mt. Lebanon, Castle Shannon Rotary Club invites you
to join us at a weekly meeting. Rotary is a volunteer organization of
business and professional leaders. The club meets weekly at The Mt.
Lebanon United Methodist Church, 3319 West Liberty Avenue at noon
every Monday. Enjoy lunch, get an update of club activities and listen to
a speaker informing us about timely topics. Meetings last only one hour.
The camaraderie and friendships shared while looking to help others in
our communities is a welcome break in the hectic workday.
Our Rotary Club has one fundraiser each year. This years event “A Taste of
the South Hills” will be held on April 22, 2017 at the Chartiers Room, 370
Commercial Street, Bridgeville, Pa. beginning at 7:00 P.M. You can taste
signature foods from restaurants in the South Hills area. There will also be
entertainment and prizes. Visit our web site at www.tasteofthesouthhills.
com for additional information. Tickets can be purchased before the
event for $50.00. For ticket information email marilyn0900@verizon.net.
Rotary was founded in 1905 as the world’s first service organization.
Clubs are nonpolitical and open to every race, culture and creed. New
members are always welcome.

}

New Members Are Always Welcome
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A Note From THE MAYOR
Dear Residents,
As I write it has been a fairly mild Winter and hoping for Spring
soon. As you can see the last several months, Potomac Avenue has

been somewhat of a traffic nightmare. Seeing it now makes those
painful days well worth the wait. Thanks to the business owners
patience and understanding the avenue is a shining light in our
community. Kudos to our borough manager and council for having
the insight to initiate the project.

In our January meeting I had the privilege of swearing in our new
full time Fire Chief Mat Davis. Mat has been a fire fighter and full
time employee with Dormont for several years. I have personally
known and worked with Mat for many years and I we couldn’t
have promoted a better employee or person. Congratulations Mat.
Along with the Fire Chief, the line officers and fire fighters were
also sworn in. Congratulations to all the fire fighters.
Last but not least, Ms. Haley Orlafske was sworn in as our new
Junior Council Member. We all look forward to having Haley as a
member of Council. Congratulations Haley.
As we amble into Spring Season, please remember to obey all our
traffic laws and ordinances. Be a good neighbor and look out for
each other. I wish you all a safe and prosperous year.
Mayor Phil Ross welcomes
Dormont’s new Fire Chief

Sincerely
Mayor Phil Ross

From The FIRE CHIEF
As we anticipate Spring
we are reminded of the
fire department’s yearly
car raffle. Tickets will be
distributed in April and
you should receive them
delivered to your door. If you
do not receive a booklet or
want additional booklets,
please call the station
412.563.8826 or email us
through our website at
www.dormontfire .com,
and we will gladly bring
some to you.

Our Junior Firefighter program is going strong at 5 members now.
If you know of anyone between the ages of 14-17 and they are interested
in the fire service, they can join to become a Junior Firefighter with the
Dormont Fire Department. We are currently looking for new members to
join the volunteer ranks. If you have any questions about the department or
the training, please the station or the Fire Chief’s office 412-561-8900 x232.
As a volunteer fire fighter in Allegheny County you become eligible for a full
scholarship through the Community College of Allegheny County’s FireVest
program. More information can be obtained through the department or
through CCAC.

If during the Spring or Summer you are planning a block party and would
like to have a fire truck at the party you can call the station and request one
to visit. The members of the department look forward to being out in the
community showing off our equipment.
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LETTER FROM

SENATOR WAYNE FONTANA
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program Opens
The Pennsylvania Department of Revenue is accepting applications for the
2016 Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program. If you filed a paper rebate last
year, you should have received an application in the mail. Applications
are also available at my district office located at 932 Brookline Boulevard,
online at www.revenue.pa.gov or by calling 1-888-222-9190. As always, my
staff would be happy to assist you in preparing your application.
The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians
age 65 and older; widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people
with disabilities age 18 and older. The income limit is $35,000 annually
for homeowners and $15,000 annually for renters. Please keep in mind,
half of Social Security income is excluded. Some applicants who previously
received rebates may continue to qualify despite Social Security cost-of-living
adjustments that may have pushed their income past the eligibility limits.
Applications are due to the Department of Revenue by June 30. The program
is funded by the Pennsylvania Lottery and revenue from slots gaming.

Senator Wayne D. Fontana
42nd Senatorial District

932 Brookline Blvd.
Pittsburgh PA 15226-2106
412-344-2551
412-344-3400 fax
Fontana@pasenate.com
www.senatorfontana.com
Twitter - @WayneDFontana

Please contact my office for more information at 412-344-2551.
Senator Wayne D. Fontana 42nd Senatorial District www.senatorfontana.com

State Representative

DAN MILLER
In 2005, upon the recommendation of the 9/11 Commission, Congress passed
the REAL ID bill which was designed with the goal of improving security,
especially in regards to air travel. REAL ID was not without its controversy, as
many states, like Pennsylvania, refused to comply citing costs and privacy issues.
Pennsylvania went so far as to pass the Noncompliance Act in 2012 prohibiting
compliance with the federal law.
Since then, the majority of states are now either in compliance or working on
it. Pennsylvania was recently warned that due to its lack of compliance state
issued ID would soon not be accepted at federal facilities or for air travel.

Representative Dan Miller
42nd Legislative District
650 Washington Rd., Suite 102
Pittsburgh, PA 15232
412-343-3870
www.pahouse.com/miller
RepMiller@pahouse.net
www.facebook.com/RepDanMiller
twitter: @RepDanMiller

However, the federal government recently granted an extension at the request
of Governor Wolf and the legislature. I have cosponsored House Bill 2433 which
would repeal our Noncompliance Act. My hope is that the legislature would reengage with a new hearing on REAL ID which would discuss federal assurances
that privacy will be protected and delve into the reasons concerning the high
costs of compliance.
To be sure, all of us want to be as safe as possible when we travel, but I am also
interested in making sure there is no federal overreach into our private lives.
However, we are on the clock and I will continue to push for legislative action
that assures no Pennsylvanian will need a passport in order to fly domestically
and that our economy is not negatively impacted because of this issue.
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Official Actions
October 3, 2016
• Cancelled the Budget Workshop
Scheduled for October 31, 2016.
• Accepted the Consent Agenda
Items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I (A.
Motion to Accept the Minutes
for September 5, 2016 Council
Meeting, B. Motion to Approve
the September 2016 Warrant
List, C. Motion to Approve
Manager’s Report for September
2016, D. Motion to Approved the
September Engineer’s Report, E.
Motion to Accept the August 2016
Fire Department Report, F. Motion
to Accept the Resignation of John
McCloskey from the Planning
Commission, G. Motion to Accept
the Resignation of John McLane
from the Planning Commission, H.
Motion to Remove Chris McGee as
Zoning Hearing Board Alternate, I.
Motion to Retroactively Approve
Expenditure of $5,468.78 for the
Emergency Lining of Sanitary
Sewer Pipe Behind 3034 Pinehurst).
• Approved a Resolution of the
Borough of Dormont, County of
Allegheny, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Honoring Abigail
Over, a Keystone Oaks Middle
School Student and Borough of
Dormont Resident, on Winning
the Pittsburgh City Theater Young
Playwrights Festival Award for Her
Play Endangered Hope.
• Approved a Resolution of the
Borough of Dormont, County
of Allegheny Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, Honoring the
Dormont Public Library Upon the
Celebration of Its 80th Anniversary
and Declaring October 9, 2016
Dormont Public Library Day in the
Borough of Dormont.
• Approved
Proclamation
in
Honor of MRTSA’s 40th Anniversary.

• Accepted the Recommendation
of the Public Safety Committee
to Make a Conditional Offer
of Employment, Based on the
Successful Passage of a NonCompetitive Oral Examination by
the Civil Service Commission, for
the Position of Fire Chief/Building
and Code Enforcement Supervisor
to Mathew Davis.
• Accepted the Recommendation
of the Planning Commission to
Approve a Parking Exemption for
MexiCasa Restaurant.
• Accepted the Recommendation
of the Planning Commission to
Approve the Expansion of the Shed
at the Dormont Park Horseshoe
Pits with the Condition that the
Shed Will Have Hardwood Styles at
All Corners and Hardwood Rails at
Base and Eaves on All Existing and
New Facades.
• Approved Debt Authorization
Ordinance
to
Finance
2016
Infrastructure Projects Totaling
$1,280,000 at a Rate of 2.49% Over
Ten Years from PNC Bank.
• Authorized the Advertisement
for the Issuance of Debt as Required
by the Municipal Debt Act.
• Approved
Resolution
to
Adopt the Amended Emergency
Operations Plan for 2016.
• Approved the Recommendation
of the Recreation Board for the
Appointment of Bethani Diulus and
Kimberly Palmer to the Recreation
Board.

November 7, 2016
• Accepted Consent Agenda
Items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J (A.
Motion to Approve Minutes for the
October 3, 2016 Council Meeting,
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B. Motion to Approve the Warrant
List October 2016, C. Motion to
Accept Manager’s Report for
October 2016, D. Motion to Accept
the Engineer’s Report for October
2016, E. Motion to Approve the
Solicitor’s Report for November
2016, F. Motion to Approve the
Building Inspector’s Report for
September 2016, G. Motion
to Approve the Zoning Report
for October 2016, H. Motion to
Approve Permit Parking for the
3200 Block of Pinehurst Avenue,
in Accordance with Borough of
Dormont Code 195-58, I. Motion
to Approve Use of Street Fair Line
Item for December Community
Events, J. Motion to Approve
Dormont Main Street Temporary
Sign Application).
• Approved Advertisement of
Ordinance #1619, an Ordinance
of the Borough of Dormont,
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
Amending
the
Borough
of
Dormont
Codified
Book
of
Ordinances, Part I, Administrative
Legislation, Chapter 16, Emergency
Management, Section 5, and Part I,
Administrative Legislation, Chapter
20, Fire Department, Sections 1, 3,
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 and to Provide
for Repeal and Severability.
• Approved Resolution #12, 2016,
a Resolution of the Council of
The Bough of Dormont Favoring
the Enactment of Legislation
Permitting the Use of Radar and
Other Modern Means of Traffic
Control by Municipal Police
Departments.
• Approved Proclamation #2,
2016, a Proclamation of the
Borough of Dormont, County of
Allegheny, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Honoring Antonio
Rinaldo Casadei, a Member of
the Boy Scouts of America, Laurel

Official Actions
Highlands Council, Eagle Valley
District, Dormont Troop 23, on
Achieving the Rank of Eagle Scout.
• Authorized
the
Borough
Solicitor to Work in Cooperation
with Representatives for Dr. John
Snyder and his Group to Craft an
MOU with the Borough on the
Garage Project.
• Waived parking fees in the
Borough of Dormont from December
17 to December 31, 2016.
• Ratified the Letter Sent by
Council Member John Maggio
Retroactively to the Businesses on
Potomac Avenue in Response to the
Anonymous Letter Received by the
Businesses.

December 5, 2016
• Approved the Consent Agenda
Items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M
(A. Motion to Approve the November
2016 Minutes, B. Motion to Approve
Warrant List November 2016, C.
Motion to Approve the Engineer’s
Report D. Motion to Approve the
Building Inspector’s Monthly Report
for November, E. Motion to Approve
the November Police Report, F.
Motion to Approve the November
2016 Zoning Report, G. Motion to
approve the Fire Department Report
for September 2016, H. Motion
to Approve the Fire Department

Report for October 2016,
I.
Motion to Approve the Manager’s
Report November 2016, J. Motion
to Approve Recommendation by
the Traffic and Parking Planning
Commission to Approve Reserved
Accessible Parking Space at 1118
Tennessee Avenue, K. Motion to
Approve
Recommendation
by
the Traffic and Parking Planning
Commission to Approve Reserved
Accessible Parking Space at 1347
Arkansas Avenue, L. Motion to
Approve
Recommendation
by
the Traffic and Parking Planning
Commission to Approve Reserved
Accessible Parking Space at 3331
Eastmont Avenue, M Motion to
Approve
Recommendation
by
the Traffic and Parking Planning
Commission to Approve Reserved
Accessible Parking Space at 1202
Tennessee Avenue).
• Approved Ordinance No. 1619,
An Ordinance of the Borough
of Dormont, Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania,
Amending
the
Borough of Dormont Codified Book
of Ordinances, Part I, Administrative
Legislation, Chapter 16, Emergency
Management, Section 5, and Part I,
Administrative Legislation, Chapter
20, Fire Department, Sections 1, 3,
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 and To Provide
For Repeal and Severability.
• Approved Lease Agreement
Between the Borough of Dormont

and the County of Allegheny,
District Attorney’s Office.
• Approved the 2017 Fee Schedule.
• Approved Resolution No 13,
2016, A Resolution of the Council
of the Borough of Dormont
Establishing Rate of Pay for the
Full-Time Fire Chief/Building and
Code Supervisor for the Borough of
Dormont for the Year 2016.
• Approved Resolution 14, 2016,
a Resolution of the Council of The
Borough of Dormont Establishing
Rates of Pay for Non-Union Borough
of Dormont Employees for the year
2017.

December 19, 2016
• Requested to the Civil Service
Commission to Hold Civil Service
Examinations for the Position
of Fire Apparatus Operator and
Patrolman.
• Approved Ordinance 1620 Ad
Valorum Tax Rate for 2017.
• Approved the 2017 Borough of
Dormont Budget.
• Approved the Agreement and
Memorandum of Understanding
Between the Borough of Dormont
and the Borough of Dormont
Stormwater Authority as Amended.

DORMONT PARKING SURVEY
The Dormont Traffic and Parking Planning Commission is conducting
a short survey to determine issues with residential and business
parking in order to develop a parking plan for the future. The survey
will take approximately 5 minutes to complete and will provide
valuable information towards developing solutions to alleviate
the parking issues in the Borough. Survey data will be analyzed in
aggregate. Please use the link or QR code below to access the survey.

www.boro.dormont.pa.us/parkingsurvey
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“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.
You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer,
you vote everyday about the kind of community you want to live in”.

VOLUNTEERING

– Author Unknown.

Volunteering your time to your community can bring changes that will improve the
quality of life for all of us, help some individuals reach new horizons and inspire all of us
to do good for others.
There are many ways and many organizations where you can volunteer your time in
Dormont. There are Borough of Dormont official boards, committees and commissions
that are always in need of people willing to work to make changes to the Borough that
have a direct impact on the residents. There are organizations that target specific areas,
individuals or groups within the Borough such as Dormont Athletic Boosters Association,
Dormont Day Committee, Dormont Historical Society, Friends of Dormont Pool, Friends
of the Hollywood Theater or Dormont Main Street. See below for more detail.
If volunteering your time is not an option, then I encourage you to get involved by
attending meetings of the Borough of Dormont Council and by attending those
meeting of groups such as the Traffic, Parking and Planning Commission or the Planning
Commission. These two committees have undertaken the task to review the CMU Parking
Study, completed in 2013, and the Dormont Comprehensive Plan to see what changes can
be effected to improve this borough. While there may not be room for new members at
this time on some committees, your opinions and experiences could be beneficial to help
solve a problem within the community. Come to these meetings to discuss issues and
come with ideas on how to correct the issues.

Everyone has something to give
and giving of your time is the most precious gift of all.
Dormont Athletic Boosters Association
– Primary function is to act as a
fundraising organization that oversees
extra-curricular sporting activities for
children 6 to 18 years old.
http://www.dormontbooster.com/

Dormont Day Committee

– Plans and solicits donations to put on
the 4th of July Festivities in Dormont

Dormont Historical Society

– Our sole purpose is to collect and
preserve the history of Dormont
Borough for its residence; past, present,
and future; to enjoy and appreciate.
http://dormont-history.webs.com/

Friends of Dormont Pool

– Primarily a fund raising organization
dedicated to making improvements to
Dormont Pool.
http://friendsofdormontpool.org/
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Friends of the Hollywood

– their Mission is to celebrate cinema
and preserve the single-screen theater
experience. They engage the community
as a cultural and economic anchor with
innovative and diverse programming.
www.thehollywooddormont.org/

Dormont Main Street

- Was started in 2006 by an independent
group of volunteers seeking to revitalize
the West Liberty / Potomac business
districts.
http://www.dormontmainstreet.org/
You can also go to the Borough of
Dormont website to find a list of
official’s boards and committees or
you can reach out to any member of
the borough council to see where and
how you can support one of the many
volunteer organizations in our borough.

SUPPORT DORMONT DAY 2017
Winter or not, the Dormont Day Committee is
plowing ahead with plans for this year’s celebration.
It’s not too early to help out. The success of this year’s Dormont Day Celebration
depends on the donations of the borough’s residents, businesses and friends.
Since donations are our only source of funding, we rely on early donations
to defray the costs of our mailings, and deposits needed well in advance
to reserve equipment, performers, busses, and fireworks display.
Before you know it the weather will be warmer, school will be out and our community 4th of July celebration will be here
giving us the opportunity to provide you with a fun filled day of activities for families, neighbors and friends to enjoy.
Again, we hope to provide familiar activities such as BINGO, games, crafts, rides, music performances, and spectacular
fireworks. All are easily accessible to our residents by the shuttle buses provided to transport you to and from the pool lot.
Not only is your donation a tax deduction but to also thank you for your support, your name will be displayed on our
sponsor board on July 4th and also published in the Dormont Borough Newsletter.

Please consider helping make this Dormont Day a very special day!

Thanks from your 2017 Dormont Day Committee!
Please send your check made payable to the Borough of Dormont and mail to:
Dormont Day Committee, 1444 Hillsdale Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15216
I would like to make a donation to the Dormont Day Committee in the amount of……
$100

$75

$50

$25

$10

(other amount) _________________

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________
(List your name as you would like it to appear on our sponsor board)

Address____________________________________________________________ Phone___________________________
The Dormont Day Committee is staffed by volunteers. At various times, there is a need to find new members
for these positions. In order to facilitate the finding of new members, we are starting to maintain a file of
people who would be willing to serve on this enthusiastic township committee.

Do you want to be a member of our team?
Great! Please contact Kristin Hullihen at 412-561-8900 x227 or khullihen@boro.dormont.pa.us.
To volunteer your time at a booth on Dormont Day:
Check here to volunteer OR phone: 412-561-8900 x227
Great Opportunity for High school students to earn community service hours.
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2017

Road Resurfacing Projects

In 2017 the Borough is looking to complete the following road projects:
Reconstruction of Potomac Avenue Phase I

Resurfacing of Streets and Alleys

The Borough’s initial project to reconstruct Potomac
Avenue, from West Liberty Avenue to Espy Avenue
was finished on December 21st. Sometime in the
spring, shade trees, which are approved for survival
in an urban environment, will be planted in the 12
tree boxes installed during the sidewalk construction.
We are in the process of consulting with a landscape
architect to make the proper tree recommendation.
These boxes are currently filled with landscape soils
and covered with a 6” layer of temporary stone, which
will be removed when the trees are planted. Special
tree grates will be installed around the trees which
will allow the plank pavers used in the sidewalk to be
installed to within 24” of the tree. The result will be
a larger pedestrian area.

This year the Borough had anticipated to reconstruct
several brick streets. The streets selected were Kelton
Avenue from Annex Avenue to Eastmont Avenue and
Delwood Avenue from Kelton Avenue to Dormont Avenue. Since the old style street bricks are no longer being manufactured, it will be impossible to replace the
existing bricks in kind. So, as was done on Potomac Avenue, we would be installing an interlocking paver surface instead. These street pavers would have the aesthetic look of brick, but would also offer the strength,
durability and availability of a modern paver. However,
unlike Potomac Avenue, we would be replacing just
the street with pavers. The sidewalk would remain
concrete. Originally, we anticipated this construction
project to occur over this summer while the high school
is closed. However, after reviewing the condition of
the underground utilities in the project area with the
water and gas companies, we may have to push this
project back to 2018 as both have mains scheduled for
replacement in 2018. We understand there is a chance
that this replacement may occur this year and if it does,
the borough may adjust its schedule to take advantage
of this. In the interim, the Borough is considering the
reconstruction of several other streets, namely Miles
Avenue (Edgehill Avenue to LaSalle Avenue), Key Avenue, Texas Avenue (Mississippi Avenue to Wisconsin
Avenue), Dell Avenue (Hillsdale Avenue to the Port Authority rail crossing) and LaSalle Avenue (West Liberty
Avenue to Glenmore Avenue). As with Kelton Avenue,
we are reviewing any proposed utility upgrades on
these streets. We anticipate having an updated construction schedule by March 1, 2017 once conversations
with the utility companies have been concluded.

Reconstruction of Potomac Avenue Phase II

With the successful completion of Phase I, we are
now able to move forward with Phase II, which will
extend the paver sidewalk and street improvements
for the remainder of the commercial corridor, that
being from Espy Avenue to Voelkel Avenue. We are
currently in the design phase, however we anticipate
putting the project out to bid in mid-March with construction beginning on or about June 1, 2017. Unlike
Phase I, only the gas company will have to upgrade
their mains. This we anticipate will occur on or about
April 1, 2017 and take about 2-1/2 months.

Besides the streets, for which the final selection is still
pending, coming up this year the Borough will be resurfacing Western Alley, which runs between Belrose Avenue and Espy Avenue, and a portion of the paved access drive within Dormont Park near the large pavilion.

Reconstruction of Belplain Avenue

Finally, the Borough will be partnering with the water
company to reconstruct Belplain Avenue, a brick street
that was damaged during a major water main break
on Tennessee Avenue in 2016. This project will extend from Tennessee Avenue down to Illinois Avenue.
Under the partnership, the Borough will replace the
curbing and the water company will reconstruct the
street as well as update the handicap ramps. The timing of this construction has not yet been determined.

As with Phase I, we will be replacing the existing curb,
sidewalk and street with new curb, concrete sidewalk
pavers and interlocking street pavers. These pavers
will match those installed under Phase I. We also plan
to install tree boxes and lantern style street lights on
the north side of the “T” crossing.
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Dormont Stormwater Authority News
SPRING 2017
STORMWATER
FRIENDLY PESTICIDES

STORM DRAIN
STENCILING

According to the EPA, homeowners apply 10 times more
pesticides per acre than the average farmer applies! It is
best to eliminate or minimize the use of chemical pesticides. While killing harmful insects, the chemicals also kill
beneficial insects such as the praying mantis and ladybugs.
If you feel you must use pesticides around your home, read
the label carefully, follow directions exactly, and spot spray
when possible. Always wear protective clothing and dispose of any excess material at a hazardous waste drop-off.

DSWA is looking for a Boy Scout in need of an Eagle
Project. Please contact Jennifer Taylor if you are interested.
412-561-8900 X240 jtaylor@dormontstormwater.org

There are many recipes for natural homemade pesticides.
When using any of them in your gardens, apply sparingly
and never in the hot sun. Some of the more popular ones are:

Fertilizers contain nitrogen and phosphorus, which wash
into our streams and rivers. You can minimize the amount
of these nutrients entering our local water system by doing
the following:

FERTILIZE IN THE FALL!
THAT’S ALL!

Spider repellent: mix 1 tablespoon of lemon oil with
one quart of water in a spray bottle, and use as needed
in areas where spiders are a concern. A dishpan of hot
soapy water (Ajax or Dawn dish soap are suggested) can
be poured around the outside of your home, porch or
garage to form a barrier. This should last several weeks
or months.

• Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
discourages spring application of fertilizer because it creates excessive top growth of grass. DEP recommends instead that homeowners fertilize lawns around Labor Day
and use a second application in late October if needed. Fall
fertilization promotes vigorous root growth and prevents
fertilizer from leaching into streams and rivers.

Garden pests: mix 1 TBSP vegetable oil, 1 tsp liquid dish
detergent and 2 cups of water in a spray bottle and shake
to mix. Spray your plants lightly every 7 days as a preventative measure or more frequently if there is already a
pest problem.

• Phosphorus is typically the limiting nutrient in algae
growth. If your phosphorus levels are already adequate,
select a phosphorus-free fertilizer. You can obtain, free of
charge, a soil testing kit from the Stormwater Authority!
• Select fertilizers with “slow-release” forms of nitrogen
which release more slowly into the soil and are less likely to
leach. Choose organic rather than chemical-based fertilizers.

Diatomaceous Earth is an all-natural solution for insects of all kinds. It can be sprinkled on top of the soil
around plants and shrubs. It is also safe to use indoors for
ants and roaches. It can be purchased in garden centers
or on Amazon.

The Borough of Dormont
Stormwater Authority
meetings are held the third
Wednesday of the month in
Council Chambers at the
Borough Building at 7pm.
All are welcome!

• Lawns typically require 2.5 - 3 pounds of nitrogen per
1,000 square feet per year. Recycling grass clippings on your
lawn can meet between 25% and 50% of nitrogen needs.

The DSWA is still looking
for members to join its
Citizens Advisory Committee.
No background in stormwater
is necessary. Experience in
public relations is a plus! If
interested, please submit your
resume and letter of interest to:
jtaylor@dormontstormwater.org
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Interested in receiving our
quarterly e-newsletter?
Email or call Jennifer Taylor.
412-561-8900 ext 240.
jtaylor@dormontstormwater.org

DORMONT

\ Historical Society \
By the time you read this, winter will
hopefully have loosened its grip and
we’ll be anticipating the arrival of
spring. With spring comes the urge to
get out and enjoy the weather. What
better way to do that than with a walk
through our wonderful neighborhood.
Dormont, despite its many hills, is a
delightful and interesting place to walk
and enjoy the beautiful architecture and
landscapes that surround us. Take some
time, as well, to visit the local businesses
that make our borough such a desirable
place to live. And, of course, stop by the
Municipal Center on Thursdays (between
9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.) to visit our
fascinating museum located in the lower
level. You’re sure to find even more reasons
there to appreciate our unique borough.
If spring also gives you the urge to do
some cleaning up around the house, be
sure to keep us in mind if you find some
historical photos, items or memorabilia
that you think would be a nice addition to
our collections. Remember, one person’s
junk may be another person’s treasure.
Give us a call if you think we might be
interested in your finds, and we will make
arrangements to check them out. You can
reach us at 412-561-8900, ext. 400.

2017

DORMONT LIBRARY
HOUSE TOUR
Save the Date!

The Dormont House Tour will be held this year
on October 1, 2017 from 11am to 4pm.
This year’s tour will showcase 6 Dormont homes.
If you are interested in showcasing
your home or business on this year’s tour,
please contact Janice Wyrostek at
412-341-4112 or check out the official Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/dormontlibraryhousetour/.
All proceeds from the tour benefit the Dormont Public Library.

South Hills Memorial Day Parade
Monday, May 29, 2017
The parade starts at 10:00 AM on Brookline
Boulevard. It proceeds to Pioneer Avenue
thru Dormont, to Mt. Lebanon Cemetery.
To place an Ad in the program
Or To be in the Parade
Contact: TJ Conroy (412) 999-6017
Or email: tjconroy25@gmail.com
We are also on Facebook

So get out there and enjoy the season,
and be sure to include us in your plans.

Honor a Loved One with a Customized Bench
The borough has received phone calls from families wanting to buy a park
bench with a memorial plaque to honor someone they have lost. National
Business Furniture will customize such a bench for you. If interested, call
1-800-558-1010 to place your order. The style key, size, color and price are as
follows:
Key No. 85168 - 6ft. width in Cedar with black frame at $501.00 (includes
mounting kit and shipping).
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Dormont Public Library

2950 West Liberty Avenue I Pittsburgh PA 15216 I 412-531-8754

Join us for our annual International Covered Dish Dinner
on Wednesday, April 19 at 6:30 pm.
Registration is required. We ask that you make a dish from your heritage that represents your culture;
please bring enough food to feed you, your family, and your friends, plus 10 to 15 more people.
We will supply the paper and plasticware, as well as the drinks. The evening
is free and a great way to share a meal with family while meeting
new friends. Let us know what you’d like to share from your
cultural heritage by calling us at 412-531-8754 or emailing
us at dormontprogramming@einetwork.net.

Summer reading is just around the corner!
The theme this year is “Build A Better World”;
our Kick-Off will be on Saturday, June 17.
We will have lots of great programs for children of all ages
and are so excited to offer some wonderful events. There will
also be an adult summer reading program, with more details
to follow. Our full list of programs and dates will be available
at our front desk and on our website closer to the kick-off date.
Contact us at 412-531-8754 to register.

Hollywood Theater
The Hollywood Theater’s popular Breakfast
and a Movie event runs monthly through
Mother’s Day. Stop by for a special breakfast

classic Film Noir, food, and drinks—on Sunday, March
5; the Friends of the Hollywood Theater’s annual
Birthday Party fundraiser—with raffles, a movie,
food, drinks, and a special guest—on Saturday, May
4; and the annual Twin Peaks Party with the band
Silencio (costumes encouraged) on Friday, May 19
(just two days before Showtime kicks off its new
Twin Peaks series).

catered by Prohibition Pastries at 10:30 am
and a classic movie at 11. On March 19 is the
1938 Cary Grant/Katherine Hepburn screwball
comedy Bringing Up Baby (get breakfast tickets
by Thursday, March 16). And on April 23, Paul
Newman and Robert Redford pull off The Sting,
the 1973 Best Picture winner that features a terrific
ragtime score (get breakfast tickets by Thursday,
April 20). The film for the Mother’s Day breakfast
has not yet been announced. The $15 tickets
and more details are available at the theater or
www.thehollywooddormont.org (movie only is $8).
Special spring events include a Noir Night Out—a

And, of course, the non-profit Hollywood
Theater is always showing a wide range
of movies—from classics and indies
to new movies. Check the schedule at
thehollywooddormont.org or friend the
theater on Facebook.
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DORMONT BOROUGH POOL INFO 2017
OPEN – SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2017 THRU
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2017.

NOON TILL 8:00 PM DAILY EXCEPT WEEKDAYS MAY 30 THRU JUNE 9, 4 TO 8 PM
AND WEEKDAYS AUGUST 24 THRU SEPTEMBER 1, 4 TO 8 PM.
MEMORIAL DAY - NOON TILL 6:00 PM. 4TH OF JULY - NOON TILL 3:00 PM.
LABOR DAY - NOON TO 3 PM.
MEMORIAL DAY, MONDAY, MAY 29 WILL BE A FREE DAY
For KO Residents only with proof of Residency

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT -

$25 OFF Dormont Resident Family pass April 1 thru May 26TH.

SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE AT THE BOROUGH OFFICE
BEGINNING MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2017
8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM - MONDAY THRU FRIDAY.
**PROOF OF RESIDENCY IS REQUIRED.

Swimming Pool Rates
* Family Pass: Maximum 5 passes,
2 adult limit, children 18 and under.
$10 each additional child.

Passes – Dormont & KO Families
Resident Child (ages 3-12)............ $ 60.00
Resident Adult (ages 13-64).......... $ 80.00
Resident Family............................. $ 150.00
Resident Senior (65+).................... $ Free

Daily Rates

Junior (ages 3-18) (Seniors 65+)... $ 4.00
Adult (ages 19-64) ........................ $ 6.00
NR Junior (ages 3-18).................... $ 5.00
NR Adult (ages 19 +)..................... $ 7.00
After 6PM:.................................... $ 2.50

Resident Seniors need to come
to the office to get their free pass.

Non-Resident Single...................... $ 130.00
Non-Resident Family..................... $ 275.00
Non-Resident Senior (65+)............ $ 75.00
Lost Passes.................................... $ 5.00
Swim Lessons provided by
https://jeffellismanagement.com/aquatics-facilities/Pennsylvania/borough-of-dormont
or contact Stacey McCarthy at 800-742-8720 x113.  Links to their schedules and rates are
available on the Borough’s website at www.boro.dormont.pa.us
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STREET SWEEPING SCHEDULE 2017
FIRST MONDAY
8 am to 3 pm
• Beacon Hill
• Celeron
• Dormont

FIRST TUESDAY
8 am to 3 pm
• Annex

(all blocks except
between McNeilly &
Arkansas)

(1100-1300)

• Arkansas
• Belplain
• Biltmore

• Hillsdale

(1100-1300)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Illinois
Latonia
McNeilly
Mississippi
Parkside
Peermont
Pinehurst
Texas
Wainbell
Kelton
(1000)

Delwood
Eastmont
Gaylord
Kelton

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oklahoma
Piedmont
Pioneer
Scott
Tennessee
Waltham
Wisconsin

AUGUST 2017
Tu
1
8
15
22
29

We
2
9
16
23
30

Th
3
10
17
24
31

Fr
4
11
18
25

(1400 block)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Su Mo
		 1
7 8
14 15
21 22
28 29

Tu
2
9
16
23
30

We
3
10
17
24
31

Th
4
11
18
25

Mattern
McFarland
Memorial
Montpelier
Raleigh
Tolma
Windermere

Fr
5
12
19
26

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr
						1
3 4 5 6 7 8
10 11 12 13 14 15
17 18 19 20 21 22
24 25 26 27 28 29

FIRST FRIDAY
8 am to 3 pm
• Alabama
• Belrose
• Broadway

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Connecticut
Crosby
Dwight
Earlsmere
Espy
Grandin
Hillsdale
(1400-1800)

• Kelton

(1500-1600)

•
•
•
•

Key
LaSalle
New Haven
Voelkel

Sa
6
13
20
27

Su Mo Tu We Th
					1
4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

Su
1
8
15
22
29

Mo
2
9
16
23
30

Tu
3
10
17
24
31

We
4
11
18
25

Edgehill
Glenmore
Louisiana
Mervin
Miles
Ordinance
Park
Philadelphia
Potomac
(1600-1800)

• Voelkel

(2600-2800)

Fr
2
9
16
23
30

JULY 2017
Sa
3
10
17
24

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
							1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Sa
7
14
21
28

Su Mo Tu We
				1
5 6 7 8
12 13 14 15
19 20 21 22
26 27 28 29

OCTOBER 2017

Sa
2
9
16
23
30

(Even side)

(2900)

JUNE 2017

SEPTEMBER 2017
Sa
5
12
19
26

FIRST THURSDAY
8 am to 3 pm
• Annapolis
• Beverly
• Broadway
(Odd side)

MAY 2017

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
							1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Su Mo
			
6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

• Dell
• Dormont

• Grasmere
• Greenmount
• Kelton

(1100-1300)

APRIL 2017

(1400 block)

(1400-1600)

(1000-1300)

•
•
•
•

FIRST WEDNESDAY
8 am to 3 pm
• Biltmore

Th
5
12
19
26

Fr
6
13
20
27

NOVEMBER 2017
Th
2
9
16
23
30

Fr
3
10
17
24

Sa
4
11
18
25

The Borough Street Sweeping Program will take effect April 1 thru November 30, 2017. Street
Sweeping will be carried out on your street’s designated day (listed above), ONCE A MONTH, between the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 pm. All cars must be removed from BOTH sides of the street.
Residential Permit Parking will not be enforced on street sweeping days. Check the schedule for an
adjacent street for parking for that day. Signs have been posted on all streets regarding their street
sweeping day. If your regularly scheduled sweeping day is a holiday, 4th of July or Labor Day, your
street will not be swept that month: Potomac Avenue business district, West Liberty Avenue and
the Pool parking lot will be done daily throughout the week, once per month
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DORMONT ATHLETIC
Dormont
Summer Camp 2017 BOOSTERS ASSOCIATION
DABA - SERVING THE YOUTH OF DORMONT
AND K.O. SCHOOL DISTRICT SINCE 1949

We are offering the Summer Camp again this year
for 10 independent weeks. You may sign up for
one week or any number weeks of camp,
depending on availability.

Field Clean Up Date
is set for Saturday, April 22nd

Dormont Summer Camp runs from June 12th
through August 18th and is for children ages 5 - 11.
Camp hours are 9am - 5pm. Early drop off and late
pick up are available for an additional charge.

the rain date will be April 23rd. This is a great
opportunity to earn service hours! Bring your
shovels, trimmers, blowers and rakes to help out.

Camp Fees:

The Opening Day Parade
is scheduled for Saturday, April 29th

Day Camp (9am-5pm):................ $125.00/week

		

(KO Area Residents)

		

$175.00/week

		

with a rain date of April 30th. The parade s an
exciting way for the kids to show community and
team pride as they march through Dormont.

(non-Resident)

Early Drop-Off (8am-9am):......... $15.00/week
Late Pick-Up (5pm-6pm):............ $15.00/week
One time Registration fee:......... $10.00
Late payment fee:...................... $25.00

Get 20% off your entire purchase
on Sunday, March 12th

Week Theme

at DICK’S Sporting Goods South Hills Village location.
Make sure you have a coupon from DABA. Coupons
are valid all day, with special events planned from
12:00 PM – 4:00 PM.

(1) June 12 – June 16 Space: the Final FUNtier
(2) June 19 – June 23 Mad Science
(3) June 26 – June 30 Global Adventurer
(4) July 3 – July 7* America the Beautiful
(5) July 10 – July 14 Superheroes
(6) July 17 – July 21 Adventures in Seussland
(7) July 24 – July 28 Wizarding World of Dormont Park
(8) July 31 – August 4 Under the Sea
(9) August 7 – August 11 Artful Antics
(10) August 14 – August 18 Backyard Wildlife
* Camp will not be held on Tuesday, July 4th

DABA’s website
(www.dormontbooster.com)

contains more information regarding the parade,
upcoming clinics, information for coaches, and
practice tips! You can also purchase spirit wear to
support your baseball player in the upcoming season.

The Eagles Twirling Corp, sponsored by DABA,

The camp meets at Thomas Lloyd Recreation Center,
where campers enjoy various activities related to the
weekly theme including sports, arts and crafts, outdoor
free play in Dormont Park and playground, as well as
swimming in Dormont Pool. Many new adventures
are being planned for this year!
Please join us for a fun filled summer!

is a twirling group that performs in area parades.
Girls ages 6-18 are welcome. For more information
contact: Terre Paulson 412-720-5301.

If you are interested in sponsoring
a team or banner, please contact
Bob Dini at 412-855-2058.

Registration forms can be picked up at the Borough
building as well as found online at
www.boro.dormont.pa.us.
For further information, contact Kristin Hullihen
at 412-561-8900 x227 or
khullihen@boro.dormont.pa.us.

DABA is always looking for new members.
We are approaching a very exciting part
of the year that the children will enjoy
and cherish as fun childhood memories.
Please submit your application at
www.dormontbooster.com.
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Events
Friends of

Easter Egg Hunt DORMONT
P

Saturday April 8, 2017
10:00am to 12 Noon

IT’S PUB TOUR TIME!

At the Thomas Lloyd Recreation Center
(Rain Date April 15, 2017)

Time to cut loose at Cain’s or jam at Jamison’s,
before celebrating at Slap Shots then moseying to Mexi.
So please join us for the 11th Annual Pub Tour benefiting
Friends of Dormont Pool (FODP) on
Saturday, April 29, 2017, from 7pm until midnight.

Come join us for a craft, cookie, drink, and
go on an egg hunt in Dormont Park!
Remember to bring your baskets.
Children up to age 11 are welcome.
Pictures with the Easter Bunny are $5.00 or
FREE with donation of a nonperishable food item
(one photo per family).

Grab your friends and sample the special offerings
from our sponsor, Coors Light, at Apple Inn,
Albert’s, Breaker’s, R Bar, Sam’s, Vasta, or VFW 694.
Beginning in March, FODP’s fabulous collector’s
edition T-shirt will be available at all Dormont
pubs and at Showclix on-line. Mark your calendar
now to join us for a great night of fun benefiting
the iconic Dormont Pool. Friends of Dormont Pool
receives funds ONLY from T-shirt sales so:
Save the date! Buy the shirt!

For more information contact
Kristin Hullihen,
khullihen@boro.dormont.pa.us,
or 412-561-8900 x227

DORMONT

D
A
S
H

L

Dormont Dash 2017 has been scheduled for
Saturday May 27, 2017 at 8:30am.
The proceeds from this race will be donated to Make-A-Wish®.
Make-A-Wish fulfills the wishes of children with diagnosed, life-threatening
medical conditions. Your registration or donation will make it possible for
more children to receive a dream come true, whether it be visiting Disney
World, receiving a lap top, or even swimming with dolphins.
In addition to participants, we are looking for sponsors for the race
and prizes or donations for the participants. If you are interested in this
endeavor, please feel free to contact Kristin at 412-561-8900.
To register and for the 2017 Dormont Dash or for more
information go to http://dormontdash.webs.com/
Disclaimer:
The Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Greater Pennsylvania and
West Virginia advises you that a copy of the official registration and
financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania,
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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Recreation
THE DORMONT
HORSESHOE CLUB
With the start up of warm weather it also brings in
a new horseshoe season. Each year we are proud to
boast of new members joining us and having fun with
horseshoes. Plus it’s nice to enjoy a sport that doesn’t require extra equipment or padding. When we look nationwide and see the decline in horseshoe pitchers, we’re glad
to know that our area is on the move in the other direction.
I guess we’re trying to coin that new phrase going around
“Make Horseshoes GREAT again!” (Sorry). You may have
noticed our new shed with the added decor. It’s definitely
eye catching. All of our members seem to enjoy themselves
each week and why not for only $5.00 a week and “yes” we
still have free hot dogs or pizza every third week! There’s
plenty of prizes at the end of the season along with a picnic or banquet. The season starts Thursday May 4th, 6:45pm
and runs until the Thursday before Labor Day. No pre-registration required, just come on down. No skill required, just
plan on having fun. For more information, please contact

Jim 412-496-3967 or Brian 412-999-7755. Hope to see
you there!

2017 Spring Redd Up Dormont Litter Clean-Up
Saturday April 22
10:00am until 1:00pm

Meet at the Municipal Center
Parking Lot at the corner of Hillsdale
and Espy Avenues at 10:00 am.

Commit 2B Fit
Friends Focused on Fitness
Commit Yourself to be Fit with us and make some new friends!
HEAD to TOE EXERCISES TO STRENGTHEN, TIGHTEN & TONE YOUR BODY

DORMONT REC CENTER
Monday & Thursdays – 7:00 to 8:00 PM
For more information contact:
Diane Kaiser 412-952-8037
Email: c2bf2017@gmail.com

FIRST CLASS FREE TO NEW STUDENTS
JOIN ANYTIME!
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GARBAGE/RECYCLING

NEWS AND SCHEDULE

LEAF COLLECTION DATES FOR SPRING:

We will have two spring leaf collection days:
TUESDAY, MAY 2 and TUESDAY, MAY 16. All leaves
must be in brown, biodegradable, paper bags and
placed at the front curb. Thirty-gallon brown paper
bags can be purchased at the Borough Office for
$.50 each. Do not put leaves in the street; the leaf
vac machine will not be operating at this time! The
fall leaf dates will be in the summer newsletter.

programs. Recycling within the Borough takes
place weekly on regular trash days. Place all of the
recyclable materials in one container…no separating
or sorting needed. You can still use your red bin or
get recycling Stickers free of charge at the Borough
Office, Police Department, and the Dormont Public
Library.

HOLIDAY TRASH/RECYCLING
PICK UP SCHEDULE:

Our hauler is Waste Management. For general
inquiries contact 800-866-4460. For the Home
Collection Program for Household Generated Special
Materials or HHW contact 800-449-7587. For Debris
Projects and the Big Green Bag, contact
877-789-2247.

HAULER:

Memorial Day, Monday, May 29 - your garbage
and recycling collection will be delayed one day to
Wednesday, May 31. 4th of July, Tuesday - your
garbage or recycling collection will be delayed one
day to Wednesday, July 5.

ON A SPECIAL NOTE:

RECYCLEABLE MATERIALS - ALL IN ONE:

CORRUGATED BOXES NEED TO BE CUT INTO
14” X 14” DIMENSIONS. THIS IS TO KEEP THE
CARDOARD LAYING FLAT.

Dormont has over 86% participation from its
residents and has won numerous awards from
the County Health Department for its recycling
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