
“When you believe in a thing,
believe in it all the way,
implicitly and unquestionable.”
-Walt Disney

Hello Dormont. It is a pleasure to 
introduce myself to you. My name 
is Ben Estell and I am the new 
Dormont Borough manager. I hope 
to meet as many of you as I can in 
the coming months and years (yes, 
years), but for now, I will be brief. 
I believe in public service…all the 
way, implicitly and unquestionably. 
Local government, to me, is the 
most important government of 
all, because it affects the daily 
life of every citizen. Therefore, 
I take local government’s role 
very seriously. I am committed to 
honesty, integrity, and common 
sense (when the law allows it).

“Of all the things I’ve done, the 
most vital is coordinating those 
who work with me and aiming 
their efforts at a certain goal.”
-Walt Disney

When it comes to management 
style, I believe in working with 
people, rather than having 
people work for me. We should 
all be working for Dormont. 
I have had time to meet the 
Borough’s employees, as well as 
the members of Council, and I 
could not be happier. These are 
all people dedicated to improving 
the lives of residents. I am sure we 
will fall short at times, but we will 
always learn from our mistakes to 
improve the future.

“Whenever I go on a ride, 
I’m always thinking of what’s 
wrong with the thing and how 
it can be improved.”
-Walt Disney

I am also a firm believer in 
innovation and giving people the 
freedom to try something new. It 
is easy to get set in our ways when 
something works, but that does 
not mean that it cannot work 
better. We will be looking at things 
from new angles, and ask your 
help in doing so. The world does 
not sit still, and neither should we.

“You can design and create, and 
build the most wonderful place 
in the world. But it takes people 
to make the dream a reality.”
-Walt Disney

My family and I came to Dormont 
because we believe it is a 
wonderful place with an even 
better future. However, it will 
take people to get there. Dormont 
residents and business owners are 
the greatest resource we have 
and will be vital to the Borough’s 
success. Although we have an 
active group of residents, we will 
need an even broader group to 
truly make Dormont great. Please 
check the Borough website for 
Board and Commission vacancies, 
and consider volunteering to help 
steer your community.

Hopefully, you have caught 
the Disney-centric quotes and 
wondered why I would highlight 
an entertainer in a government 
newsletter. Your Dormont staff will 

be working on something called. 
“The Disney Way.” It is an effort 
to improve customer (resident) 
service at all levels, to improve the 
planning process, and to insure 
our operations are always “stage-
ready”. It will take some time to 
make the transition, but I expect 
the change to be noticeable. 

Thank you all for the opportunity 
to be a part of the Dormont 
community.

Sincerely yours,
Ben Estell
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A Note From THE MAYOR
Well, another summer has come to an end and we will soon embark into the 
beautiful fall season.  I hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer.

Along with the changing of the seasons, comes the beginning of the school 
year.  Please be ever vigilant for our school buses and our students.  Drive 
carefully and obey the traffic laws.  

Over this past summer it was great to see our 4th of July events were suc-
cessful.  I had the pleasure of working a booth on Dormont Day and kudo’s 
to our Recreation Director Kristin for a job well done.  On that note, the 
Borough is looking to form a Dormont Day Committee…anyone interested 
in volunteering please contact Kristin, at 412-561-8900 x227.

I would also like to thank our VFW for the wonderful job they did in initi-
ating and finalizing the installation of the Veteran banner that now adorn 
our streets...a long overdue recognition for our Veterans.  Thank You VFW.

Congratulations to the Mt. Lebanon Trading Post on Potomac Avenue! 
They are starting their 71st year when they reopen on September 8th.  The 
consignment shop is run by all volunteers and has great prices.  Stop in 
when you get a chance.

Don’t forget our annual Street Fair is in October and I hope to see you there.
I changed my hours to the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 6 to 8 
pm, beginning in August.

Happy Labor Day, Happy Halloween, Happy Thanksgiving and of course 
Merry Christmas!  Be safe and be good to each other.

Mayor Phil Ross

Dormont Volunteer FIRE DEPARTMENT
Another raffle season has come and gone, and we would again like 
to thank the community for their continued support.  The winners 
were as follows:

Third Place: Dale Herwig of Dormont
Second Place: Mark Corse of Stowe Twp.

First Place: RD Griffith of Dormont

Congratulations to our winners!  

We also wanted to inform you of a few things coming up.  Public Safety this year 
will be on October 10th at the annual Street Fair so please make sure you to make 
your way down to us to talk about ways to keep safe within the community for you 
and your children.

Also, we know it is a little early to bring up the Holiday Parade, but we did want to 
let you know that we will be collecting new unwrapped toys in front of the Holly-
wood Theater for Toys for Tots on December 5th after the Christmas Parade.  If you 
are able, please donate.  

And lastly, just a reminder that you should check and change your batteries on your 
smoke detectors.  Have a lovely fall season and we look forward to continuing to 
serve you.  Stay safe.
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LETTER FROM 

SENATOR WAYNE FONTANA

Senator Wayne D. Fontana
42nd Senatorial District

932 Brookline Blvd.
Pittsburgh PA 15226-2106
412-344-2551
412-344-3400 fax
Fontana@pasenate.com 
www.senatorfontana.com
Twitter - @WayneDFontana 

Upcoming Flu/Pneumonia Shot & Senior Clinic
I will be hosting my annual Flu/Pneumonia Shot & Senior Clinic on Friday, 
September 25th from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. in Quinn Hall at the Church of the 
Resurrection in Brookline.  American HealthCare Group will be providing 
free vaccinations to any senior with the Medicare Part B health insurance 
card.  Make sure to bring your card with you.

I am also pleased that several organizations from around the region 
will be present to provide seniors with important information on 
available services and resources including AARP, the Office of the 
Consumer Advocate, PA APPRISE Health Insurance Counseling Program, 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and more!   Duquesne University’s School 
of Pharmacy is returning with its popular “Ask the Pharmacist” table 
where attendees have the opportunity to have questions answered about medications.

If you need a flu or pneumonia shot this fall or just want to visit with organizations in attendance 
to learn about resources available in the region, please consider attending this clinic.  If you need 
additional information please call my district office at 412-344-2551.  You may also sign up to receive 
my weekly News & Views which contains announcements and other important information by visiting 
www.senatorfontana.com. 

Senator Wayne D. Fontana
42nd Senatorial District

www.senatorfontana.com

As of this writing, we still do not have a budget for 
the coming year and negotiations between the Gov-
ernor and House and Senate leadership are likely to 
extend through the summer. It is my hope that we 
will have a final budget that appropriately invests 
in education and human services while making sure 
we pay our bills and do not suffer any further state 
credit downgrades. Clearly the last couple of years 
have not set us on solid financial footing.

In district news, I am excited to host a town hall 
meeting on Tuesday, September 8th at the Dor-
mont municipal building, immediately following 
the regular council meeting.  All Dormont residents 
are invited. I hope to have an update on the budget 
process, as well as key legislation efforts, and I will 
of course take any state policy questions.

My office is also gearing up to host a Senior Fair on 
Thursday, October 1st from 9 am to noon at Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox, located at 123 Gilkeson Road 
in Mt. Lebanon (across from the Galleria).  This free 
event will have flu shots (with a Medicare or insur-
ance card), health screenings, and information for 
seniors and caregivers from local service providers.

Lastly, remember that our Conversations that Mat-
ter Series is scheduled for Wednesdays this fall, with 
the final session on Childhood Trauma to be held 
at the Dormont Library on November 18th at 7pm.

As always, more information can be found in my 
electronic newsletter, which you can sign up for at 
www.pahouse.net/miller or by calling 412-343-3870.

State Representative DAN MILLER
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DORMONT AARP
Dormont AARP recently announced its new monthly meeting place start-
ing on Thursday, August 13, at WALLACE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1146 Greentree Rd., Greentree  (located at intersection/light at 
Potomac Ave.).  New meeting time  is at 1:30 pm.  Parking is available at church 
lot but members are asked to arrive after 1 p.m. as others will be departing from morning ac-
tivities.  Our chapter had to relocate over a year ago from its long-time meeting place on Poto-
mac Avenue & has spent the past year bouncing from that church to two others, the last being 
Church of the Advent, Pioneer Ave., Brookline.  Thanks to Church of the Advent for helping us to 
hold our monthly meetings during this transition time and until we were able to locate a bigger 
hall to accommodate our large membership.  New members are welcome!

Dormont Historical Society
Yes, fifty years have passed already
since the schools of Castle Shannon, Dormont 
and Green Tree became the Keystone Oaks 
School District.  A contest was held to determine 
this new name for the district.  The winning 
entry stated that the “key” is to the “door” in 
Dormont, the “stone” refers to the “castle” in 
Castle Shannon, and the “oaks” is because of 
the “tree” in Green Tree.  The Keystone Oaks 
High School opened officially in 1969 to service 
grades 9-12,

At that time, sixth, seventh and eighth graders 
went to Jay Neff Middle School, the former Dor-
mont High School building.  In 1995 the Key-
stone Oaks Middle School section was added to 
the Keystone Oaks High School building, and 
the Dormont High building was razed.

The district’s elementary schools, which service 
pupils in grades K – 5, are Myrtle Avenue School 
in Castle Shannon, Aiken School in Green Tree, 

and the new Dormont Elementary School on  
the former Dormont High School site.

Have you seen our 2016 calendar?  Its pages 
reflect some of the changes made when the new 
district changed Dormont High School into Key-
stone Oaks High School.  Their alma maters, mas-
cots, sports and activities are featured.  The final 
picture is of the Dormont Elementary School.

Our calendars cost $5.00, $6.50 mailed.  They can 
be purchased in our museum, at the Dormont 
Public Library, or by check sent to us at 2832 Espy 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15216.

Interesting Keystone Oaks School District 
memorabilia are on display in the Dormont 
Public Library and in the window of Your 
Hometown Pharmacy, 2897 West Liberty 
Avenue.

The Keystone Oaks School District is 50 years old!

} }

Drug Take Back, Saturday, September 12, 2015, 10 am to 2 pm, CVS on West Liberty Avenue
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Official Actions

APRIL 06, 2015   

•	 Accepted Consent Agenda 
Items A, B, C, D, F, G, H, I, J, 
K, L, M (A. Motion to accept 
the written report of the 
Borough Solicitor, B. Motion to 
approve the written reports of 
Borough Officials, C. Motion 
to approve the Minutes of the 
March 2, 2015 Council Business 
Meeting, D. Motion to approve 
the Warrant List for March, 
2015, F. Motion to accept the 
appointment of James Hodson 
of Wisconsin Avenue to the 
Traffic and Parking Planning 
Commission for an unexpired 
term until the first Monday 
of January, 2018, G. Motion 
to authorize execution and 
submittal of Letter of Intent 
to the PA Department of 
Community and Economic 
Development (DCED) for 
manager search, H. Motion 
to authorize an agreement 
between the Borough and 
Allegheny County to reserve 
the County Showmobile for the 
October Street Fair as we have 
in the past years, I. Motion to 
approve the use of Passive Park 
for the Main Street Scavenger 
Hunt, J. Motion to approve 
seasonal employment of 
Dormont Residents Christopher 
Hill, Dominick Costantini, Tyler 
Totorelli, Donald Templeton, 
Luke Benson and Declan 
Hartnett, effective May 11, 
2015 at an hourly rate of 
$10.50, K. Motion to approve 
the annual inspection of 
DVFD fir trucks at a cost not 
to exceed $4000.00, L. Motion 
to approve the contract with 
Splash Watersports Inc. for 

pool vacuuming in exchange 
for pool access for SCUBA 
lessons on Saturdays from 8 
AM-11:300 AM, M. Motion 
to accept the resignation of 
Kristen Pauchnik from the 
Recreation Board). 

•	 Accepted the recommen-
dation of the Planning 
Commission approving the 
Conditional Use Application 
submitted by AT&T.

•	 Approved the pool 
management contract with 
Jeff Ellis Management from 
May 23, 2015 to September 7, 
2015 at a cost of $107,647.00.

•	 Approved a contract with 
Judy’s Concessions for the 
three month summer season at 
the Dormont Pool Complex.

•	 Accepted the recommen-
dation of the Borough 
Engineer to award Contract 
A, Spot Lining and Grouting, 
to Robinson Pipe Cleaning 
for $55,287.50 and to award 
Contract B, Excavation and Spot 
Repair, to Niando Construction, 
Inc., for $54,649.00, with both 
awards contingent upon the 
review and approval of the 
Solicitor.

•	 Approved the MOU with 
Pittsburgh Urban Management 
Project (PUMP) and to execute 
a not to exceed contract with 
S&S Flooring of $3000.00.

•	 Approved the Narcan 
Agreement with MRTSA.

•	 Approved the Hanging 
Basket Watering Agreement 
between Dormont Main Street 
and the Borough.

•	 Accepted the recommen-
dation of Chief Bisignani to sell 
Police Vehicle #4 to the Union 
Township Police Department 
for $6,000.00.

•	 Approved the purchase and 
installation of two controllers 
from and by Traffic Signals and 
Services.

•	 Approved the Landscaping 
Contract with Red’s Lawn 
Care and Construction for 
$13,180.00.

•	 Awarded a contract for the 
replacement of the DVFD boiler 
to the J.A. Sauer Company at a 
cost of $6,970.00.

MAY 4, 2015   

•	 Accepted Consent Agenda 
Items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, 
K, L (A. Motion to accept the 
written report of the Borough 
Solicitor, B. Motion to approve 
the written reports of Borough 
Officials, C. Motion to approve 
the Minutes of the April 6, 2015 
Council Business Meeting, D. 
Motion to approve the Minutes 
of the April 14, 2015 Special 
Council Meeting, E. Motion 
to approve the Warrant List 
for March, 2015, F. Motion 
accepting the recommendation 
of the Engineer to authorize 
Payment #1 to Insight Pipe 
Contracting, L.P., in the amount 
of $32,875.20 for the cured in 
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Official Actions
place (CIPP) manhole lining 
project, G. Motion accepting 
the recommendation of the 
Engineer to authorize the 
emergency repair contract 
with Niando for 5th Alley in 
the amount of $24,935.50, 
H. Motion to accept the 
recommendation of the 
Recreation and Community 
Affairs Director to temporarily 
employee Patty Costantini and 
Tracy Zange in the position of 
cashier at an hourly rate of 
$7.25 effective May 5, 2015 
and Brittany Conway as Camp 
Director at an hourly rate 
of $10.00 effective April 10, 
2015, I. Motion to accept Mr. 
Schneider’s recommendation 
for temporary seasonal 
employment for the Street 
Department as follows: Mr. Ian 
McFarland, Mr. Cody Alward 
and Mr. Jacob Legge. All 
employees to receive an hourly 
rate of $10.50, J. Motion 
to adopt Resolution 4-2015 
authorizing the filing of an 
application for grant fund 
with Redevelopment Authority 
of Allegheny County for the 
TOD, K. Motion to adopt 
Resolution 5-2015 approving 
a Compensatory Time Policy 
for exempt Full time Borough 
administrative employees, L. 
Motion appointment Onnie 
Costanzo as Delegate to the 
Allegheny County Southwest 
Tax Collection Committee). 

•	 Accepted the recommen-
dation of the Code Enforcement 
Officer to condemn the property 
at 1470 Dormont Avenue.

•	 Approved Resolution 6-2015 
amending the schedule of fees 
to increase the daily rate for 
nonresidents.

•	 Approved Resolution 7-2015 
to add a rate for special needs 
children attending day camp.

•	 Appointed Valorie Sherman 
to the position of Treasurer.

JUNE 1, 2015   

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT
•	 Accepted Consent Agenda 
Items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, 
J, K (A. Motion to accept the 
written report of the Borough 
Solicitor, B. Motion to approve 
the written reports of Borough 
Officials, C. Motion to approve 
the Minutes of the May 4, 2015 
Council Business Meeting, D. 
Motion to approve the Warrant 
List for May 2015, E. Motion to 
approve the request of  the 
Tax Collector for exoneration 
from the collection of 2014 
real estate taxes in the amount 
of $124,877.02 which have 
been turned over to Jordan 
Tax Service for delinquent 
collection, F. Motion to 
accept the recommendation 
of the Engineer authorizing 
Payment No. 2 in the amount 
of $53,394.97 to Insight Pipe 
Contracting, L.P., for the 2015 
Cured In Place Lining Project, 
G. Motion to accept the 
recommendation of the Road 
Superintendent to apply for 
LED light conversion through 
the Duquesne Light Pilot 
program for ten lights on 
Potomac Avenue beginning at 

the tracks and heading towards 
the Borough boundary line 
and continuing on to Dwight 
Avenue at a cost of $109.00 per 
light replacement, H. Motion 
accepting the recommendation 
of the Park Superintendent 
to employ Joe Garfold as a 
permanent employee of the 
Dormont Parks Department 
upon the successful completion 
of his probationary period 
effective June 16, 2015, I. 
Motion approving the repair 
of the air conditioner unit at 
the Recreation Center at a 
cost not to exceed $4,000.00 
to Carusso, J. Motion to 
accept the recommendation 
of the Recreation Director to 
use the food truck provided 
by Keystone Oaks for the 
Summer Lunch Program 
instead of the Allegheny 
County delivery, K. Motion to 
accept the recommendation 
of the Recreation Director to 
enter into a contract with Ruff 
Creek Band for a performance 
at Dormont Day at a cost of 
$1,200.00)

•	 Approved Resolution #8- 
2015 amending and consoli- 
dating the Schedule of Fees 
Resolutions.
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Dick’s Sporting Goods

Dormont Historical Society

Dormont Police Association

Dormont Vision Center

Dormont Volunteer Fire Department

Dormont, Mt. Lebanon, Castle Shannon Rotary Club

Elite Runners Race Management

Jose and Tony’s Mexican Restaurant

Laughlin Memorial Chapel

Magisterial District Judge Blaise Larotonda 

McCormick-Dorman VFW Post 694

Scott Medical Health Center

South Hills Power Yoga

Texture Cuts & Color

Vujevich Dermatology Associates

SPONSORS OF THE 2015 DORMONT DASH
A Very Special Thank You to the A Very Special Thank You to the 

ILLEGAL SANITARY SEWER CONNECTION
Written by Wayne McVicar, Borough Engineer

As you likely know, ALCOSAN and its member municipalities like Dormont are under orders from the US EPA and 
PaDEP to reduce non-sewage related water that flows to the ALCOSAN plant.  Because of those orders we will 
be taking measures to eliminate illegal connections to our sanitary sewer system.  

As you know, we have two separate sewer collection systems.  

	 •	 System #1 is the stormwater collection system.  That system collects all the stormwater runoff from the Borough
  and conveys it to Saw Mill Run.  This includes all runoff from building roof drains, yard and patio drains etc.  

	 •	 Sewer system #2 is our sanitary sewer collection system.  It carries all of our waste water. This is the wastewater
  that originates inside homes, businesses, etc. that comes from everyday normal water usage (flushing toilets,
  washing clothes, bathing).  All wastewater is sent to the Borough owned sanitary sewer in the street through
  a sanitary sewer line that runs from your home, business, etc.- this line is called a “lateral” and you own it
  and are responsible for it. 

Every year we conduct normal maintenance of our sanitary sewers (e.g., inspection with cameras, repair of 
flawed sections, etc.).  Occasionally, a heavy flow of clear water is observed coming from a “lateral”.  Depending 
on the weather, this can mean two things: 

	 •	 If we have had dry weather this is a “red flag” for a potential water service leak and the Borough engineer
  contacts the water company to investigate or 

	 •	 If the flow is observed at the time of a heavy rain event, this is a “red flag” for the possible connection of
  the roof and/or driveway drains to the sanitary sewer lateral. Connections such as this are a violation of the
  Borough’s Code (Sections 170-1 and 170-20). 

If this type of discharge is observed, the property owner will be advised that an illegal connection to the sanitary 
sewer is suspected.  We will then send a certified letter to the property owner telling them that they will be 
required to have this dye test performed within sixty (60) days.  The dye test can be performed either by: 

	 •	 a licensed plumber and the results of the test would have to be certified to the Borough by that plumber or 

	 •	 the Borough Street Department. There would be no charge if the dye test was performed by the Borough
  Street Department.  

If the results of the dye test determine that there is an illegal connection to our sanitary sewer system and because 
the property owner owns and is responsible for the lateral, the property owner will be required to make the 
needed repairs and have the lateral retested within thirty (30) days of when the repairs are completed.  
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The Dormont, Mt. Lebanon, Castle 
Shannon Rotary Club invites you 
to join us at a weekly meeting.
Rotary is a volunteer organization of business 
and professional leaders.  The club meets 
weekly at The Mt. Lebanon United Methodist 
Church, 3319 West Liberty Avenue at noon on 
Monday.  Enjoy lunch, get an update of club 
activities and listen to a speaker informing us 
about timely topics.  Meetings last only one 
hour.  The camaraderie and friendships shared 
while looking to help others in our communities 
is a welcome break in the hectic workday.

Visit our web-site at www.dmtlcsRotary.com, 
facebook/dmtlcsrotary and twitter/dmtlcsrotary 
for a calendar of club events.  

Rotary was founded in 1905 as the world’s first 
service organization.  Clubs are nonpolitical 
and open to every race, culture and creed.  New 
members are always welcome.

Dormont Public Library
2950 West Liberty Avenue I Pittsburgh PA 15216 I 412-531-8754

The Dormont, Mt. Lebanon, Castle Shannon

ROTARY CLUB

Mark October 4 on your calendar for our 
Annual House Tour! It will run from 11 am 
to 4 pm and will highlight a number of 
100 year-old homes, in addition to other 
homes and businesses that are a bit young-
er. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 the 
day of the event and are available for sale 
at the library, starting in September (we 
will post the kick-off of the ticket sales on 
our website). We accept cash, checks, and 
credit cards; ticket purchases can be made 
online at our House Tour Facebook page: 
facebook.com/dormontlibraryhousetour.

Join us September 12-19, as we celebrate “Pittsburgh Welcoming Week” with 
other libraries throughout the county to welcome immigrants, visitors, and 
residents from diverse backgrounds who live in and come to Pittsburgh.
The Allegheny County Library Association (ACLA) has encouraged all libraries in the county to offer 
programs that assist the diversity of cultures in our communities to feel welcome through various 
programs and social outreach to welcome them to Pittsburgh as a whole, as well as in their individual 
communities.  We will be hosting our International Covered Dish Dinner one month early, on September 
16 at 6:30 pm, showing movies which focus on international cultures on Saturday, September 12 and 
19, and offering internationally-themed storytimes with special guests from around the world and 
crafts from different cultures, to name a few. For more details, please visit us at www.dormontlibrary.org, 
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/dormontlibrary), and on Twitter (@dormontlib).

HOUSE
TOUR

DORMONT



9

Although we have not been able to determine the exact date the Hollywood Theater originally opened, we do 
know it that it was around 1926. That means the Hollywood has been showing movies for about 80 years (the 
theater was closed from 1998 until 2007). Since the non-profit Friends of the Hollywood reopened the theater 
in 2011, we’ve heard a lot of wonderful stories from our patrons—from former ushers and concession workers 
to people who came here as children or wooed their future spouses in the balcony—about what the theater 
was like in the past.  

This past year, the Friends of the Hollywood launched the “Take a Seat” campaign, which offers naming rights 
to seats in the theater. For as little as $100, you can have an elegant plaque engraved with your name or the 
name of a loved one installed on the back of one of the theater’s seats. You can memorialize that first date, the 
halcyon days of your childhood, or a dear friend. Go to www.thehollywooddormont.org/help-the-hollywood/
name-a-seat/ for more information. Or call the theater at 412-563-0368. It’s the perfect way to honor yourself 
or a loved one while helping the theater.

Mark your calendars now for Saturday, October 17, for the Hollywood Theater’s annual Halloween party. It will be 
a great party with food, film, costume contest (costumes are not required, but, come on, it’s Halloween!!), and 
special guest John “Joe Bob Briggs” Bloom, the film critic, actor, comic, and writer best know for hosting both 
Joe Bob’s Drive-in Theater on The Movie Channel (1986-1996) and MonsterVision on TNT (1996-2000). Check 
www.thehollywooddormont.org for more details and ticket information. 

Unless you go to the Borough’s website and study 
the monthly Budget Report, most people are unaware 
of the financial position of the Borough.  To give you 
some background:

	 •	In	2013,	48.70%	of	our	income	was	derived	from
  real estate taxes.  This is the borough tax, not to
  be confused with the school tax.  Council lowered
  the millage from 14 mills to 8.97 mills, due largely
  to the 2012 Allegheny County Reassessments.  

	 •	Under	 PA	 State	 law,	 communities	 and	 school
  districts in Allegheny County were only allowed
  to have a millage rate that brought in the same
	 	 revenue	as	in	2012,	plus	5%.		This	Borough	council
	 	 chose	 to	 decline	 the	 5%	 and	 the	 8.97	 millage
  rate remains today.  

	 •	At	 that	 time	 numerous	 property	 owners	 in
  Dormont appealed their Allegheny County
  reassessments and most of the appeals were
  granted.  On January 1, 2013 the assessed
  valuation of all real property in the Borough
  was $405,534,400. We collected taxes of
  $3,572,623, including prior year and delinquent
  tax.  From this, we refunded $90,349 due to
  appeals.  

	 •	In	2014,	we	collected	$3,435,676,	including	prior
  year and delinquent tax.  From this, we refunded 
  $93,305 due to appeals.  

	 •	For	2015,	our	assessed	valuation	is	$345,640,199.	
  We budgeted $3,371,800 for taxes, including
	 	 prior	year	and	delinquent	tax.	 	Of	this	93.40%
  has been collected per the June 30, 2015 Budget
  Report.  

	 •	Due	to	unexpected	appeals	to	the	2012	Allegheny
  County reassessments, the Borough’s valuation
  declined $59,894,201, amounting to over
  $500,000 in lost revenue.  

In 2017 a major debt will be eliminated. Because of 
this, we anticipate an additional $600,000 will be 
available in the budget, contingent upon the tenants 
in the Borough building remaining in place. We are 
now in the process of forming a Long Range Plan 
for the Borough that will utilize this money to repair 
and maintain the Borough assets that have been 
neglected for so long. For information visit our 
Dormont borough website at www.boro.dormont.
pa.us, then Department/Finance/Long Range Finan-
cial Planning/2014 Asset Assessment Tour Report.   
More details will follow in the next newsletter.

Even with the decline in property taxes, the elimina-
tion of a major debt in 2017 and the creation of the 
Stormwater Authority in 2015 place us on a healthy 
path to the future.

Borough Real Estate Tax Revenue Review
Written by Onnie Costanzo, Chairperson of the Finance and Legal Committee of Council
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The students of Dormont Elementary will once again be collecting the following items to help raise 
funds for assemblies, field trips, and educational programming for the 2015-2016 school year:

 • Box Tops for Education

 • Campbell’s Labels for Education

 • Shop n’ Save receipts

We would appreciate any and all donations of these fundraising items!  Community members 
can give them to a Dormont Elementary neighbor to bring to school or they can be deposited in 
the collection box in the Borough Building. 

All members of the Dormont community are welcome and encouraged to join us at the following events:

 • McTeacher Night at McDonald’s on W. Liberty Ave – September 8th, 5 PM-8 PM 

 • Dormont Elementary Fundraiser at Chuck E Cheese in Bridgeville – October 12th, 3 PM-9 PM

Mention Dormont Elementary when you order/pay, and Dormont Elementary will receive a 
donation for your patronage.

Finally, be sure to join us for our annual basket raffle at the Dormont Street Fair on October 10th.   
We will be offering a wide variety of fun, interesting, and exciting baskets again this year, and 
we look forward to seeing you there!

Good things are happening at Dormont Elementary.  Many thanks to 
the Dormont community for supporting our neighborhood school!

Annual Planting of
Community Garden
In May several KOHS students, teachers and 
resident volunteers planted flowers at the 
Bill Moreland Memorial Garden located 
at Dormont Avenue and Banksville Road.  
The KO students receive community service 
hours. Dormont is one of several communi-
ty gardens in the program the Western Pa 
Conservancy offers.

  The Dormont Elementary Parent Faculty Organization
NEWS FROM

P

PP

PP P
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Dormont Athletic Booster Association founded in 1949
SOFTBALL NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ROLANDS SEAFOOD GRILL 2015 GPGSL12U
FASTPITCH CHAMPIONS AND UNDEFEATED TEAM ON THEIR SEASON!

The team finished the season with a 17-0 record and then won the Castle Shannon tournament the weekend of 
July 24th - 26th and finished the season with a perfect 20 - 0 record, They are the 1st undefeated team in 10 years.

Front row (left to right) Jillian Scherer, 
Jordan Kittel, Eva Crowell, Taylor Brooks, 
Kayleigh McDermott, Jordan Skaris,
Brianna Butler

Middle Row (Left to right) Bella Lach,
Cassidy Angle, Maria Fratangelo,
Emma Anderson, Caitlyn Rubolino,
Hannah Bradley, Rhiannon Carrozzi

Back Row (Left To right) Coaches 
Jim Scherer, Pete Fratangelo,
Manager Bill Brooks, Coach Jeff.

10U FASTPITCH ALL STARS Congratulations to Cheyenne Burgos, Mariah Howard, Alana Harris and 
Kailey Stakich; they were KOA’s 10u girls chosen by the team to participate in the Upper St.Clair All Star Game 
which was held on Sunday June 28th. 

15U FASTPITCH TEAM Made it to the semi-finals

8U SLOWPITCH TEAM Entered Scott Township Tournament the weekend of July 9th. Girls gave it their 
best but lost to some tough competition.

KOA softball would like to thank ALL the managers and coaches for volunteering their time this past summer

BASEBALL NEWS
THE 8 & UNDER ALL-STAR BASEBALL TEAM finished 3rd in their home tournament in July, finishing 
the tournament with a 5-1 record. Congratulations to the kids for a great season!

THE 10 & UNDER ALL-STAR BASEBALL TEAM also finished 3rd in their home tournament in July. 
Congratulations on a great and hard-fought tournament!

UPCOMING EVENTS
HALLOWEEN DANCE Saturday, November 7th at the Thomas Lloyd Recreation Center from 8 til midnight.

STREET FAIR DABA will onceagain be participating in the Dormont Street Fair on Saturday, October 10th.

GOLF OUTING
The organization appreciates all donations and golfers from Dormont and the surrounding communities. Again, the 
event was a success and we look forward to everyone’s support for future events.
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Platinum Sponsors ($1000 +)
McCormick - Dorman Post 694 VFW  •  South Hills Beauty Academy

Gold Sponsors  ($500-$999)
Dormont Police Association  •  Dormont Volunteer Fire Department

Silver Sponsors (Donation $100 - $499)
Banksville Beer  •  Budget Transmission  •  Castle Shannon Shop n’ Save

Richard & Georgianne Coleman  •  David W. May, DMD  •  Dormont Appliance
Dormont Historical Society  •  Dormont Mt. Lebanon Castle Shannon Rotary

Dormont Public Library  •  E.Z. Repairs and Remodeling  •  Extinguishing Systems, Inc.
Fallon Family  •  Jose and Tony’s Mexican Restaurant  •  John & Alda King

Blaise Larotonda, District Judge  •  Simone Koutoufaris  •  Maher Duessel CPAs  •  The McLellan’s
State Representative Dan Miller  •  Muriel Moreland  •  The Pauchnik Family

Pittsburgh Heating & Electrical  •  Progressive Home Federal Savings  •  JoAnne Regan
Carolyn Regan  •  Jack & Theresa Roche & Family  •  Rohrich Mazda

Mayor Phil Ross and Family  •  In Memory of Ted Sabram  •  Nancy Schepis
Shabbir Lakdawala, MD. Primary Care Practice  •  Joe Shmuckalelly  •  Bill & Nancy Smay

Chris Wilson  •  In Memory of Barry E. Wood  •  Suzanne Zangrilli

Bronze Sponsors (Donation $50 - $99)
Alberts Lounge  •  Banksville Express Printing  •  Breakers Billiards & Lounge  •  Al Brill  •  Rene Conrad

Gloria & Bill Cronin  •  Ruth M. DeWalt  •  Caitlyn Doyle  •  Caryl and Michael Drabick  •  The Engels
Exxon “On The Go” Market  •  Charles Fenner  •  Scott & Karen Gottschall  •  Harrod Family

Robert L Herrman  •  Jim & Joan Hodson  •  Bob & Ruth Hutchison  •  Mark, Sandy & Kristin Kaminski
Kemp Family  •  Knechtel Plumbing  •  Phyllis Kokkila  •  Debbie Larson  •  Lisko Family  •  Bert Lloyd

Lois Guinn Picture Framing  •  John Marshall  •  Joseph Mastracci  •  Tom McClelland
McManus Heating & Cooling  •  Minuteman Press South Hills  •  Mary & Ed Neff Jr  •  Jan & Amy Perkins

Michael Petro  •  Louise & George Pitcher  •  Potomac Bakery  •  Frederick Reedy  •  Fred Reedy  •  Gary Reiche
In Memory of Jim & Jeanne A Robinson  •  Gary & Dode Sheimer  •  Pat & Jake Schmitt

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sloane  •  Sunoco A-Plus Mini-Market  •  Texture Cuts & Color  •  Tim Trafalski
Bobbie Troy  •  Diane & Chuck Veri  •  Joe and Ann Veto  •  Carol & Dick Winter

Copper Sponsors (Donation Up To $49) 
Mary C. Altman  •  Anonymous  •  Mel & Marian Audley  •  Susan Banks  •  Roberta & Tanya Beardsley

Bonita Alba Bianca  •  Mark & Pat Bibro  •  Gene & Cathy Blando  •  Jeanne Boggs  •  The Charlton Family
Eileen Chettle  •  Mr and Mrs Robert Collins  •  Rico Cortese  •  D.F. Jacobs Consulting, Inc  •  Jacquelyn Dalton
Dawe Family  •  A.F. Dobos  •  Paula & Jeff Dobos  •  Mr. & Mrs. Bruce H. Dobson  •  Dormont Concrete Co., Inc.

Elphinstone Family  •  Sarann Fisher  •  John Fisher  •  The Fletcher’s  •  Didier and Jane Fontaine
Friedberg Family  •  Joan Gallagher  •  Marino Galluzzo and Nancy Gordon  •  John & Gigi Hall  •  Hartman Family

Cy & Lu Hays  •  Philip Helf & Family  •  Carol Holmes  •  Marlene R Holmes - Dunn  •  Pat Hughes
Frank Kratochwill  •  Mr. Edward Krepley  •  Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R. Krugh Jr.  •  George & Karen Larson

Tony and Cindy Lucas  •  Tom and Marge Masterson  •  Chris & Shannon McGee  •  Minnie Mitchell and Family
Mosesso Family  •  Helen Munshower  •  My Thai - Authentic Thai Cuisine  •  Kevin & Patty Neary  •  Kate Nelson

Don & Ginny Nimpfer  •  David Nugent  •  Mark & Julie Overand  •  Ronald Phillips  •  Deanne Powlowsky
David & Joyce Pratley  •  Jack Priore  •  R Bar  •  Ranalli Family  •  Zita Reis  •  The Remmick Family

C. Mildred Reynolds  •  Paul & Irene Rosleck  •  John and Renea Schneider  •  Sobocinski Family
John and Rose Sparvero  •  Phil & Betty Spicuzzo  •  M. Stanis  •  Rich & Darlene Strauch

Donnie & Keri Stupka  •  Joe & Pat Suriano  •  John and Jackie Szilvasi  •  John Szkola  •  Harry & Susan Tkach
John & Sherry Vassilaros  •  The Vas Family  •  Daniele & Tom Ventresca  •  Paula Verna

Vintage Grace Boutique  •  M. Rita Walters  •  David & JoAnne Wolff  •  Xie LiHong’s Wellness Center
Daniel & Dorthy Zangrilli  •  Sue & Jeff Zutter

Thank You Dormont Day Sponsors
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The 9th Annual

Saturday, October 10, 2015 • 3:00 - 11:00 PM Potomac Avenue
(Potomac will be closed between Belrose & West Liberty Avenues 11:00 a.m. - 12 a.m.)

There will be live performances at the corner of Potomac and Belrose from 4:00 - 11:00 PM.

Event Highlights

EventsEvents

REDS, WHITES & BLUES
A TASTE IN DORMONT

Tickets available at the Dormont Public Library  •  $30.00/person

SIP wines & beer from Pennsylvania Wineries & Breweries
SAMPLE foods from local Restaurants  SWAY to the music of The Good Guys Duo

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2015  •  5pm until 9:30 pm
THOMAS LLOYD RECREATION CENTER 1801 DORMONT AVENUE

Join us at TASTE IN DORMONT on Facebook

JOIN US

For an Evening ofJOIN US

For an Evening of

The 9th Annual

There’ll be Music, Food and Fun for the Whole Family!!
Please Note: For the safety of Street Fair guests and patrons, ANIMALS are NOT permitted in the 
Street Fair areas! Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Children’s Area 4:00 - 7:00pm 
On Potomac between West Liberty and Glenmore 
featuring Entertainment, Crafts, Carnegie Science 
Center, the Pittsburgh Zoomobile, Fire Truck 
sponsored by Dormont Fire Department and More!

Information Booth 3:00 - 11:00 pm
At the corner of Glenmore and Potomac (across 
Glenmore from Mekong Restaurant) Information 
Booth & Lost and Found Station, Band Schedule 
and Maps of Street Fair Vendors available.

Street Fair and Music Festival
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EventsEvents

Friends of Dormont Pool
Join Friends of Dormont Pool for Make a Splash at Wigle Whiskey, the first new distillery in Pittsburgh 
since Prohibition,on Monday, October 19, 2015, from 5:30 to 8:30pm.

Come check out our Bantam Night fundraising event at Wigle Whiskey 2401 Smallman Street in the 
Strip District, and try some of their offerings while celebrating  another successful season at the historic 
Dormont Pool. Light hors d’oeuvres, music by the Hi-Frequencies, and fun will be provided.  A portion 
of the proceeds goes directly to Friends of Dormont Pool. In September, tickets will be available on 
Showclix or by emailing friendsofdormontpool@gmail.com.

Fall Festival
Saturday, October 31st

12:00 – 4:00 PM
Come on down to Dormont Park 
for some Halloween and Fall 
fun.  There will be a Pet Costume 
Parade, Kids Costume Contest, 
pumpkin painting, apple cider, 
kettle corn, a Cornhole tourna-
ment, and more!  Bring the whole 
family for a fun filled afternoon 
before Trick-Or-Treating!  

Tuesday, December 15, 2015
Judging of the

Holiday Decoration Contest 
The Contest is open to residential homes and businesses with-
in the Borough.  Judges will look for the best use of theme, 
the best use of lights, originality, and overall appearance.   
There will be a total of four categories.  One for the business-
es, and three for the residents which are:  “Over the Top”, 
“Best Holiday Movie/TV Theme”, and “A Touch of Class”.

Contact Kristin Hullihen at khullihen@boro.dormont.pa.us
or 412-561-8900 x227 to register.

DORMONT RECREATION BOARD

Cookies with Santa
Saturday December 5, 2015

3:00PM – 5:00PM
at the Recreation Center

Light UP
6:00PM

(Potomac Avenue)

Trick or 
Treat

Saturday, October 31
6 to 8 pm
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RecreationRecreation

T H E    DORMONT 
HORSESHOE  CLUB
Another season is in the books for the Dormont Horseshoe 
club. This year we picked up an additional 10 new members 
and hosted 3 tournaments throughout the summer. The 
new younger members really get into the competition of 
trying to beat the older “more mature” horseshoe throw-
ers. Our neighboring horseshoe club in Carnegie (H.O.P.E. 
Horseshoes Of Pittsburgh Enterprises) recently hosted the 
Pennsylvania Singles Championship Tournament over the 
Labor Day weekend. Horseshoe throwers from all over 
the state competed in a weekend long championship. The 
Dormont Horseshoe Club would like to thank everyone 
ho joined us this season and hope to see all of you next 
year. We start every year the first Thursday of May and 
continue through until the last Thursday of August before 
Labor Day. Hope to see you then.

Merchants On 
Main Street
Sunday, September 13th Under the 
tent at the Pool Parking lot - The 
Vendor Fair will highlight local 
businesses.  Local Merchants will 
display their goods and services at 
tables under the tent in an open air 
market format. 

EventsEvents

Holiday 
Celebration
Partnering with the Borough of 
Dormont, Dormont Main Street is 
sponsoring Small Business Saturday/
Christmas on Main Street, Saturday, 
December 5th. Festivities to take 
place on Potomac Avenue will in-
clude:  Special deals with local busi-
nesses throughout West Liberty and 
Potomac Avenues, Breakfast with 
Santa, Holiday Vendor Show, a soup 
crawl and more.  Details found on 
the borough’s website and “Follow 
DMS on Facebook”     .

Vendors welcome to apply.



16

2015-2016 BUDGET MAINTAINS MILLAGE RATE
For the second consecutive year, the Keystone Oaks Board of School Directors has passed a balanced budget that 
does not increase taxes and continues to enhance educational programs throughout the District. 

The $38,977,585 budget is balanced without using any of the District’s fund balance and maintains an 18.63 
millage rate. 

A median home in the Keystone Oaks School District valued at $113,000 will pay a property tax bill of approximately 
$2,105.19, before any exemptions. 

For the 2015-2016 academic year, the budget includes funding for new programs and technology enhancements, 
including:

	 •	 The implementation of full-day kindergarten in all three elementary schools

	 •	 New uniforms for the Keystone Oaks Golden Eagles Marching Band

	 •	 New devices for students and teachers, including 210 Chromebooks, 310 student desktop computers to
  update the High School and Middle School computer labs, and 30 CAD workstations to update CAD labs
  in the STEAM room and in the industrial arts wing. 

	 •	 Mimio interactive projectors and AV rover mobile presentation equipment

Due to the Early Retirement Incentive and staffing adjustments for the 2015-2016 academic year, Keystone Oaks 
saw a minimal increase in employee wages. The largest increase in the budget is in the District’s contribution 
to	the	Public	School	Employee’s	Retirement	System,	which	increased	4.4%,	totaling	$723,029	in	contributions.

Additionally, due to sound financial management, the District has continually added to its Capital Reserve Fund 
for improvement projects, such as the $2.3 million parking lot and sidewalk improvement project that took place 
over the summer and the recently approved $3.6 million repairs to the heating, ventilation and air conditioning
controls and equipment at all three elementary schools and the middle school. 

Keystone Oaks News and Notes

 
EXPENDITURES BUDGETED 2015-16 % OF TOTAL 
Salaries & Benefits $24,853,098 64% 
Purchased Professional / 
Technical Services 

$1,534,500 4% 

Purchased Property Services $1,238,812 3% 
Other Services $4,654,947 12% 
Supplies/Books/Utilities $1,327,059 3% 
Equipment/Property $586,000 2% 
Other Objects $888,169 2% 
Other Financial Uses $3,895,000  

Total Expenditures $38,977,585 100% 

 
REVENUE BUDGETED 2015-16 % OF TOTAL 
Real Estate Tax $23,394,892 60% 
Act 511 Taxes $3,036,000 7.8% 
Delinquent Taxes $655,000 1.7% 
Intermediate Unit Pass-Thru 
Funds 

$230,000 0.6% 

Investment Earnings $15,000 0.1% 
Other Local Revenues $324,496 0.8% 
Basic Education Subsidy $4,853,635 12.5% 
Gaming Fund Allocation 
(Homestead) 

$848,434 2.2% 

Other State Revenue Sources $5,197,981 13.3% 
Federal Revenue Sources $422,147 1% 

Total Revenue $38,977,585 100% 
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BREAKING DOWN THE BUDGET
School district budgets are large documents, filled with a lot of nuances and complexities that can 
make it challenging for the average citizen to understand where the district gets its money from each 
year and what exactly it spends that money on. Here is a breakdown of what is included in the various 
revenue and expenditure categories listed in the budget:

EXPENDITURES

Salaries
Includes teacher salaries, substitute teachers, sec-
retaries, classroom aides, custodians, coaches and 
salaries for activity sponsors and administrators.

Benefits
Includes health, life, disability, social security, retire-
ment, workers’ compensation and unemployment.

Purchased Professional / Technical Services
Includes, but is not limited to, Special Education 
Services, Mental Health Consulting Services, Vo-
cational / Rehab Services, Legal Services, Medical / 
Dental Services, Athletic Trainer, Tax Collector Ser-
vices and School Crossing Guards.

Purchased Property Services
Includes, but is not limited to, utilities, copier leases, 
service contracts on equipment and buildings and 
repairs/maintenance on equipment and vehicles.

Other Services 
Includes all regular education transportation, spe-
cial education transportation and transportation 
the District is required by law to provide for those 
students choosing parochial or private institu-
tions within a 10 mile radius of the District. Also 
includes tuition paid to charter schools, Parkway 
West Vo-Tech School, and approved private schools 
(placement of children the District does not have 
the resources to educate). Also included are com-
munication services, such as telephone services and 
printing/binding. 

Supplies / Books/ Utilities
Includes instructional and building maintenance 
supplies, books, computer software and natural gas.

Equipment / Property
Includes capital equipment purchases, such as com-
puters and vehicles.

Other Objects
General obligation bonds interest payments, vari-
ous dues and fees.

Other Financial Uses
Includes repayment of funds borrowed to finance 
major capital improvements (principal payments) 
and transfers to other funds, such as activities.

REVENUES

Local Sources
Includes real estate taxes (current and delinquent), 
Act 511 taxes (earned income tax, occupation tax, 
real estate transfer tax, etc), intermediate unit pass-
thru funds, earnings from investments, and minor 
miscellaneous income (such as rental of the pool 
and gyms)

State Sources
Includes regular education subsidy, special educa-
tion subsidy, transportation subsidy, social security 
subsidy, retirement subsidy, health services subsi-
dy, gaming funds, Pennsylvania grant dollars and 
a few other small subsidies (Alternative Education, 
Education Assistance).

Federal Sources
Includes Title I, Title II, Title V, Drug-Free School, 
and Medical Assistance (these funds must be used 
in accordance with the federal guidelines). 
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KO Graduate Places 7th at
National FBLA Conference
Keystone Oaks 2015 graduate Mallory Stump placed 7th in the nation in the Word 
Processing event at the recent Future Business Leaders of America National Lead-
ership Conference in Chicago. Miss Stump competed against hundreds of students 
from across the country. The Word Processing event requires students to submit a 
packet of productions and to complete an objective exam at the conference. 

Mallory will be continuing her education this fall at Duquesne University, where she plans to pursue a de-
gree in math education.

Miss Stump was one of three KO students to compete in the national event. Seniors Vivi Besteman and 
Kylie McCullough competed in the Hospitality Management event. The duo had earned 3rd place in the 
same event at the State Leadership Conference this spring. 

The National Leadership Conference is sponsored by Future Business Leaders of America – Phi Beta Lambda, 
Inc. The Conference recognizes and rewards excellence in a broad range of business and career-related 
areas. Participants from across the United States attended the conference to enhance their business skills, 
expand their networks, and participate in more than 55 business and business-related competitive events. 
In addition to the competitions, students attended educational workshops, received information from a 
number of exhibitors, and attended motivational keynotes on a broad range of business topics.

Download the new Keystone Oaks Mobile App
& Sign Up for the Weekly E-Newsletter

Have you visited the new www.kosd.org? The Dis-
trict launched a new website this summer that al-
lows the District to feature more news and events 
on the homepage of the site, as well as the main 
pages for each school building. Additionally, the 
site now has a mobile version and the Keystone 
Oaks mobile app is available for download in both 
the Apple app store and on Google Play. It is com-
patible with all iPhone, iPad and Android devices.

Created for the District by eSchoolView, the app 
enables parents, students, community members, 
alumni and staff to quickly access information 
about the District without having access to a 
computer. 

Within the app, users can view the latest District 
news and events, find staff contact information 
and access food service menus, PowerSchool and 
other important online tools. Users also will find 
maps and directions to events and will be offered 
automatic push notifications to alert users to event 
and calendar changes. 

Also, the District is now also utilizing an electronic 
newsletter, which will be sent to subscribers week-
ly and will be based on the preferences that they 
choose when creating an account. For example, a 
parent or guardian could choose to receive a news-
letter only with updates for Keystone Oaks Middle 
School and Myrtle Elementary School. To subscribe 
to the newsletter, visit www.kosd.org and click on 
the “E-Newsletter” button in the middle of the 
home page. Click “Create a New Account” and fol-
low the prompts to set up a an account. 
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Board of School Directors Moves Monthly Meetings to Second & Third Tuesdays
The Board of School Directors has set its meeting schedule for the 2015-2016 academic year and has 
moved its Business/Legislative Meeting to the third Tuesday of each month. The Work Session meetings 
will be held on the second Tuesday of each month. All Board meetings begin at 7 p.m. and are held in the 
Board Room, near the main entrance to Keystone Oaks High School. Agendas are posted on the District’s 
website prior to the meeting and the public is invited to comment at both the Work Session and Business/
Legislative meetings. Please also note that the District’s annual reorganization meeting is scheduled for 
December 1, 2015. 

Additionally, the Board holds a number of committee meetings each month. The public is invited to attend 
these meetings to learn about ongoing and upcoming projects and to provide input on topics such as 
education, finances, facilities, policies, technology, athletics and communication. Committee meetings can 
be found on the calendar on the District’s website. Additionally, committee meeting agendas and notes 
can be found under the “School Board” section of the website. 

Work Session & Business/Legislative Meeting dates for the 2015-2016 school year:

Work Sessions
September 8, 2015  •  October 13, 2015  •  November 10, 2015  •  December 8, 2015  •  January 12, 2016

February 9, 2016  •  March 8, 2016  •  April 12, 2016  •  May 10, 2016  •	 June 14, 2016

Business/Legislative Meetings
September 15, 2015  •  October 20, 2015  •  November 17, 2015  •  December 15, 2015  •  January 19, 2016

February 16, 2016  •  March 15, 2016  •  April 19, 2016  •  May 17, 2016  •  June 21, 2016 

With the start of the 2015-2016 school year, Key-
stone Oaks welcomed two new administrators to 
the District. 

Mr. Keith Hartbauer is the new High School Princi-
pal, taking the place of Mr. Scott Hagy who retired 
after 18 years with the District. Ms. Desiree Burns 
is the District’s Supervisor of Special Education, a 
newly created position. 

“We are excited to have these two profession-
als join the administrative team at Keystone Oaks 
School District,” said Dr. William Stropkaj, Superin-
tendent. “We look forward to their leadership and 
guidance as we continue to improve and enhance 
programs and services for the students of Keystone 
Oaks School District.” 

Mr. Hartbauer worked as the Vice Principal at 
Thomas Jefferson High School since 2007 and as 
the District’s Director of Alternative Education since 
2010. He earned his M.S. in Education Administra-

tion from Duquesne University and his Superinten-
dent’s Letter of Eligibility from California University 
of Pennsylvania. 

As Vice Principal, Mr. Hartbauer implemented Pro-
fessional Learning Communities in the high school 
and created a number of new policies, procedures 
and programs. Additionally, he secured a $500,000 
federal grant and facilitated all aspects of an on-
site Alternative Education program for the District. 

Ms. Desiree Burns most recently worked as the 
Director of Special Education for the Moniteau 
School District and has worked in special education 
as both an assistant principal and as a teacher since 
2001. She earned her Special Education Supervision 
Certification, Master of Arts degree and Special Ed-
ucation Certification from Slippery Rock University. 
She has overseen all aspects of special education, 
including implementation of IEP services, profes-
sional development for special education staff and 
programs for life skills and autistic support.

Keystone Oaks Welcomes New High School 
Principal, Supervisor of Special Education
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GARBAGE/RECYCLING 
NEWS AND SCHEDULE

FALL LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM – 
SIX TUESDAYS THIS FALL!

The Fall Leaf Collection Program will begin TUES-
DAY, OCTOBER 27 and will end on TUESDAY, DE-
CEMBER 1.  PICK UP WILL BE ON TUESDAYS ONLY.  
All leaves must be placed in biodegradable, 
brown paper bags.  NO PLASTIC BAGS!  All leaf 
bags must be placed at the curb for pickup.  NO 
ALLEY PICK UP OF LEAVES!  Thirty-gallon leaf bags 
are available at the Borough Office at $.50 each or a 
pack of 5 for $2.50.  You can also purchase biodegrad-
able bags at most hardware/building supply stores.

The leaf vac will also be available to pick up leaves in 
the street.  The borough will try to follow the street 
sweeping schedule when possible.

THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY WILL NOT AFFECT 
THE TRASH OR RECYCLING PICK UP SCHEDULE.

CARDBOARD RECYCLING – boxboard and small flat 
pieces of corrugated cardboard (all cardboard must be 
broken down so it is flat & no more than 3 feet in 
length or width & tied in a bundle.)

RECYCLE THAT OLDER REFIGERATOR OR FREEZER 
in your basement or garage. Duquesne Light’s Watt 
Choices program will pay you $35 to recycle that old, 
energy-wasting refrigerator or freezer and will haul 
it away at no charge. To schedule a pick-up date and 
time…

Call 1-877-270-3521 between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday, and between 10 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. on Saturdays.


